

Ruling party wins Tunisian by-elections 

TUNIS (AP) — Candidates from the ruling Destourian Socialist Party 
(PSD/ won all five parliamentary seats ip partial elections ibis weekend. 
Interior Minister Habib Ammar said Monday. The results of the Sunday 
elections assured the party's continued total control of the 120-seat 
national legislature, which has been monopolised by the PSD since 
Tunisia s independence from France 3iyean ago- The elections were seen 
as a t ea of Tunisia's new president. Zuie A1 Abidine Ibn All, who has 
promised to restore ^ democratic system of government. The turnout for 
the voting in four cities varied between 56 and 76.46 per cent. Ammar 
said, giving the official election results which in each case showed a wide 
victory margin for the winning candidate. Twenty-four candidates were 
running forthe lrve seats, representing four districts: one in Tunis, one in 
the southern mining centre of Gafsa, one in Zaghouan. a rural community 
60 kilometres south of Tunis, and two in Monastir. The main opposition 
party, the Movement of Social Democrats, boycotted the elections, saying 
it could not seek seats in a parliament “representing neither the reality nor 
the diversity" of Tunisian opinion. 
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Ibn Ali confers with Masri in Tunis 

TUNIS (Agencies) — Tunisian President Zinc A! Abidine Ibn Ali 
Monday received Foreign Minister Tahcr Al Masri who conveyed to the 
president greetings from His Majesty King Hussein. During ihe meeting 
Ibn Ali and Masri reviewed Jordanian -Tunisian relations and means of 
promoting economic and cultural ties. They also reviewed Arab affairs in 
general and the situation in the occupied Arab territories in particular. 
Later Masri said in a statement carried by the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, that Jordan and Tunisia were in agreement on joint efforts for 
promoting cooperation in all Helds. The foreign minister was in Tunis to 
take part in a meeting of Arab League foreign ministers. The meeting 
discussed the situation in the occupied Arab territories and decided on a 
plan of action to support the ongoing Palestinian uprising in the occupied 
Arab territories. It called for the setting up of an Arab foreign ministers' 
committee for international contacts toward, settling the Palestinian 
problem through a U.N. -sponsored peace conference .‘The committee's 
members are the foreign ministers of Iraq and Syria as well as those of 
Algeria. Tunisia and Jordan and a representatbe of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
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• . Their Majesties 
i v .^1 TOit Austria 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Majes- 

* - , '. l! > • ties King Hussein and Queen 

. Noor will pay an official visit to 

- Austria during the first half of 
- T .- - j'tsjJ February at the invitation of Au- 

strian President Kurt Waldheim 
find Mrs. Waldheim, the royal 

- : : V “ - court announced Monday. Wai- 
z 7 dheim visited Jordan in July last 

.' F year. 

. ‘"V y t His Majesty 
r 7 "-^ congratulates 
ti Australia 

lltl _ „ AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
Euerrijjji King Hussein Monday sent a 
liov^inLa cable to Australia’s Governor 
General Ninian Martin Stephen 
congratulating him on the occa- 

- sion of the second centennial of 
jrj*. the founding of Australia. The 

i'.j v. King expressed pride in Jorda- 
...; nian- Australian ties and reiter- 
ate d Arab Nation's appretia- 
.- r-., tion of Australia’s concern over 
. : x .r> the causes of justice and peace in 
the Middle East. His Majesty also 
^ expressed hope that Australia 
• .‘-.,2? would continue its positive efforts 
in this respect. The King also 
... * wished the governor general con- 
' 7 tinuiog good health and happi- 
| ness and the Australian people 

: : : fiirther progress and prospenty. 

V King sends good 
7- wishes to India 

. v 1 AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
' King Hussein Monday sent a 
’ cable to Indian President Ramas- 
■ “ - •' wamy Venkataraman congratu- 

- -- lating him on the occasion of the 

anniversary of India’s Republic 
. Day. The King wished President 
' ' Venkataraman and the Indian 

: people further progress and 
prosperity. 

. . . Turkey returns . 
7 :. r captured Iranians 

. :’;r: SEMDINLI, Turkey (AP) — 

Turkey Monday returned to Iran 
. 57 armed Iranians who were cap- 

tured here two months ago on 
their way to Iraq, the indepen- 
dent Hurriyet news agency re- 
ported. The Iranians were driven 
to the border post in this south- 
;n .; vt r>in: westera township, where they 
*' 11 ‘ * >ere handed over to Iranian au- 

• for R2S£ Thoriiies, the dispatch said. The 
Release was ordered by the In- 
N . -terror Ministry following negotia- 
' : . Itions between local officials from 
" . .* ;both countries, the agency said. 

; ^Soviet team begins 
rvisit to Nevada 

> . i-AS VEGAS (R) — A team of 

' - :■ ^Soviet scientists began an historic 
' -visit to Nevada’s desert nuclear 
lest site Monday for a week of 
Jours and meetings. The Soviet 
. ; \ Msit-to the test site is part of a 
superpower agreement aimed at 
-resolving differences over veri- 
■ Ification of treaties on limiting 
*nudear tests. 

- f- Sudan rebels claim 

downing MiG 

. . - \ NAIROBI (AP) — Sudanese re- 
tiels claimed Monday they shot 
down a MiG-23 fighter-bomber 

- which the Khartoum government 
said crashed because of a technic- 
al failure. Radio SPLA, clandes- 

•x tine radio of the Sudan People's 
;»k 1^3? l . Liberation Army, said its south- 

, era-based guerrillas last Saturday 

I v ^ bit two MiGs lured into an air 
ambush by false information from 
' - . a double agent. “The MIG-23 that 
. was shot and immediately 
crashed was brought down by an 
7 SPLA defence crew^’ said the 
• radio.- ‘The second fighter plane 
was seen warbling towards Juba 
with a trail of smoke.”. 
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Israel continues , ^ . . „„ , 

for Mideast and Gulf peace based on U.N. resolution s 

policy of brutality King receives Tunisian message 


His Majesty, in talks with Baccouche, stresses need 


against Arabs 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israel showed no signs of change in its new 
policy of “might, power and beatings” 
against Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Monday and dozens of 
Arabs were reported severely injured in 
beatings by Israeli soldiers in the occupied 
territories. 


Israel also came under growing 
criticism from American Jewry 
Monday over its "iron-fist” 
policy. 

Heavy rains appeared to have 
brought down tne level of anti- 
occupation protests. However, 
demonstrations and clashes were 
reported from at least half a 
dozen towns in the occupied terri- 
tories Monday. 

In the village of Salfit, under 
curfew for much of last week, 
Palestinians firebombed an 
Israeli bus. No one was injured. 

Thousands of Palestinian work- 
ers travelled to work in Israel 
from the Gaza Strip as the army 
temporarily lifted a curfew on the 
teeming, volatile Jabalya camp. 
Troops used sledgehammers to 
force striking Gaza and West 
Bank merchants to open their 
shops. 

Soldiers fired rubber bullets to 
disperse a demonstration by 
Palestinians in Qalandia refugee 
camp, north of Jerusalem. Most 
businesses there were closed for a 
second day. 

On Sunday night, a bus was 
stoned outside the village of Abu 


Gosh 32 kilometres west of Jeru- 
salem. Israel Radio reported. 
Police arrested three Arabs. 

Arab protesters also stoned an 
Israeli-owned bank in Arab Jeru- 
salem, smashing its front window, 
the radio said. 

In Ramallab, residents said 
dozens of Palestinians had been 
beaten by soldiers in the last 
week behind a bloodstained wall 
near the town's main square. 

In . the town's hospital, a 20- 
year-old Palestinian said soldiers 
shot him in the hip with a rubber 
bullet Sunday, then beat him 
during a demonstration in the 
town centre. 

In the next bed. a 27-year-old 
insurance agent lay unconscious. 
Doctors said he was an innocent 
bystander, shot in the abdomen 
with live ammunition as he pas- 
sed the demonstration on his way 
to the bank. 

Israel Radio quoted two leftist 
legislators, Yossi Sarid and De- 
day Zucker, as saying that more 
than- 200 Gaza Arabs suffered 
broken "bones during the last’ 


(Continued on page 3) 


Libya said set to join 
Maghreb pact soon 


ALGIERS (R) — Libya looks set 
to join a North African regional 
alliance linking neighbours Tuni- 
sia and Algeria with Mauritania 
in a severe blow to U.S. efforts to 
keep Tripoli isolated. 

Authoritative Algerian di- 
plomatic sources told Reuters Li- 
byan membership of the pact 
would be ratified at a special 
summit of the heads of govern- 
ment of all four countries, poss- 
ibly in early March. 

The move is the second Libyan 
success in the area within a month 
and will increase growing U.S. 
concern over Libya's comeback, 
diplomats say. 

Tunisia agreed on Dec. 28 to 
restore full diplomatic relations 
with Libya. Ties had been broken 
two years previously after allega- 
tions that Libya tried to foment 
unrest against the Tunis an gov- 
ernment. 

“The United States has its in- 
terests, and we have ours. It is 
not in our interests to isolate 
Libya. It is our neighbour, we tire 
condemned to work together,” a 
high-ranking Algerian diplomat 
said. 

Algeria, keen to offer Libya a 
substitute for its plan of full poli- 
tical union between the two, play- 
ed an important role in the rap- 
prochement with Tunisia. 

Lingering T unisian doubts over 
the wisdom of the move have also 
been laid to rest since then. 

The new government of Presi- 
dent Zine Al Abidine Ibn Ali 
which came to power last Novem- 


ber is committed to improving 
relations with its neighbours, but 
wants Algerian assurances the 
pact would not be an anti-Moroc- 
can grouping. 

All the countries agree Moroc- 
can membership is out of the 
question until the dispute in the 
Western Sahara, where its troops 
have for 12 years fought Alge- 
rian-backed Polisario guerrillas 
for independence, is finally set- 
tled. 

“Tunisia has accepted the argu- 
ments. It is now just a question of 
when we can get the leaders of 
the four countries together,” the 
diplomat added. 

As a concession to Libya, the 
summit would also set up a poli- 
tical committee to improve coor- 
dination and integration among 
the countries of the region. 

Washington has watched with 
alarm as Ubya has broken out of 
a diplomatic quarantine imposed 
since the U.S. air strike on Tripo- 
li in April 1986. 

Libyan membership of the ex- 
isting tripartite pact crowns 
almost a year of intense diploma- 
tic activity in the region, and will 
be presented as a major step 
towards realising the goal of a 
greater Maghreb. 

The creation of a North Afri- 
can common market is a central 
feature of Algerian policy. Presi- 
dent Chadh Benjedid argues the 
countries of the region are inter- 
dependent and together would 
have formidable muscle in trade 
negotiations. 


Libyan envoy killed in Lagos 


LAGOS (R) — Libya’s charge 
d’affaires in Nigeria was shot 
dead in Lagos Sunday, official 
sources said. 

Details of his death were 
sketchy but the sources, who de- 
clined to be identified, said he 
was killed in the Mile Two area of 
the capital. 

The charge d’affaires is named 
as Abu Bakar Karina in the latest 
official list of diplomats in Lagos. 

An unidentified man at the 
Libyan embassy, who said be was 
a local employee, said Monday 
that Kanna was the charge d'af- 
faires and was dead, , but would 
not elaborate. 

A senior African diplomatic 
source said he had heard infor- 
mally about the killing but was 
awaiting confirmation from 
Nigeria's External Affairs 
Ministry. 


The official Nigerian sources 
said the minister of state at the 
ministry, Mamman Anka, would 
fly to Tripoli Tuesday in connec- 
tion with the intidenL 

Anka would convey a message 
to Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi from Nigerian President 
General Ibrahim Babangida, the 
sources added. 

Police headquarters were 
handling the investigation but no 
spokesman was available. 

Mile Two is a crowded district 
with a market and bus station and 
lies on the expressway from 
Lagos west to Cotonou, capital 
of the Benin Republic. 

It is notorious as an area for 
aimed robberies of cars caught up 
in traffic jams and there was some 
speculation that the motive for 
the lolling could have been cri- 
minal. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday received a 
message from Tunisian President 
Zein Al Abidine Ibn Ali dealing 
with bilateral relations and voic- 
ing Tunisia's keenness on further 
bolstering these relations and 
supporting His Majesty’s efforts 
aimed at achieving Arab solidar- 
ity and boosting joint Arab ac- 
tion. 

The message was delivered to 
the King by Tunisian Prime 
Minister Hedi Baccouche. who 
arrived here earlier Monday on a 
three-day visit to Jordan. The 
audience was attended by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai. Royal Court 
Chief Marwan Al Qasem and 
Tunisian Ambassador in Amman 
Said Ibn Mustafa. 

The King asked Baccouche to 
convey his greetings and best 
wishes to Ibn Ali, the Jordan 


Security 
Council 
to meet 
Wednesday 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council will meet 
Wednesday to consider Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar's 
report on the situation in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the United Nations 
announced Monday. 

In the report, issued last Fri- 
day, the secretary general recom- 
mended a concerted effort to 
persuade Israel to accept de jure 
(by right) the applicability in the 
occupied territories of the Gene- 
va Convention on the treatment 
of civilians in wartime. 

He said also that Israel should 
“correct its practices” in order to 
comply fully wi(h the convention. 

In his report, based in part on a 
fact-finding mission to the strife- 
torn territories by Under-Secret- 
ary General Marrack Goulding, 
Perez de Cuellar renewed the call 
for an international peace confer- 
ence on the Middle East. 

He said the underlying prob- 
lem in the territories could only 
be resolved through a political 
settlement. 

One council member told Reu- 
ters the debate beginning 
Wednesday would focus mainly 
on the immediate situation in the - 
occupied territories, leaving until 
a later date a further debate on a 
comprehensive settlement of the 1 
Middle East problem. 

Council President Crispin Tick- 
ell of Britain told reporters all 
members wanted a “serious, con- 
structive debate both on the 
short-term problems, which are 
very vivid in all our minds, but 
also the long-term problems and 
the desire to reach an equitable, 
long-term settlement.” 

Asked whether this week's de- 
bate would result in a resolution i 
on the short-term issues, he re- 
plied: “We shall see. It hasn’t yet 1 
been decided.” 

He added: “In some respects 
it’s a little artificial to divide the 
debate into two. But I'm sure that 
some people will wish to talk 
more about one than of the other. 
What the resolution will cover 
will only be determined when we 
settle down to draft it.” 

If there were a second part to 
the debate, it would probably 
take place next month, he said. 
But this would depend on the 
character of this week's debate 
and resolution. 

“I can’t say we will deal with 
the short-term problems now and 
the long-term problems later be- 
cause in many ways the solutions 
to the short-tenn problems lie in 
the long-term," he added. 

He said he had received no 
word of any intended visit to the 
United Nations by foreign minis- 
ters who took part in an Arab 
League meeting in Tunis over the 
weekend on the situation in the 
occupied territories. . 

The TUnis meeting set up a 
seven-member committee com- 
prising the foreign ministers of 
Jordan, Algeria, Iraq, Syria and 
Tunisia, as well as the Arab 
League Secretary General, Chad- 
li Klibi, and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s foreign affairs 
spokesman, Farouq Kaddoumi. 


News Agency., Petra, said. 

The lung reviewed with Bac- 
couche the outcome of the Nov. 
8-11 Amman Arab summit and 
(he Arab solidarity and unified 
Arab stand it achieved towards 
the region's issues, Petra said. 

The King stressed that the cur- 
rent anti-occupation uprising in 
the occupied territories was 
clearest evidence of the need for 
speeding up efforts for ending the 
Israeli occupation of Arab terri- 
tories through an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East to be attended by all parries 
concerned including the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

"Jordan's endeavours, espe- 
cially in light of the Amman 
summit resolutions, have won 
support by international forums, 
particularly the European Com- 


munity (EC), the Non-Aligned 
Movement, the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU),” His 
Majesty was quoted as saying by 
Petra. 

The King added that these 
efforts were aimed at finding a 
just and comprehensive solution 
to the Middle East problem 
through the international confer- 
ence and in accordance with U.N. 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 

On the Iran-Iraq war, the King 
emphasised the urgent need for 
exerting Arab and international 
efforts to end the conflict by 
enforcing U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 59S and exerting 
pressure on Iran to submit to the 
international will. 

“Iran should realise that it will 
not win the war by continuing its 
aggression against Iraq,” the 
King said. 



Iraqi leader praises Amman summit, 
underlines need to preserve its spirit 


By Mahmoud Al Kayed 
Al Ra'i Chief Editor 

BAGHDAD — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein has praised the 
Nov. 8-11 extraordinary Arab 
summit held in Amman as a 
unique opportunity for frank dis- 
cussions and emphasised the need 
to preserve and respect the spirit 
of agreements reached at the 
gathering of Arab heads of state. 

"The Amman summit was 
totally unlike any previous sum- 
mit because in Amman the Arab 
leaders involved themselves in 
open and very useful dialogue 
essential for building strong in- 
ter-Arab relations.' President 
Hussein Sunday told the editors 
of the three Jordanian Arabic 
dailies — AJ Ra’i, Al Dustour 
and Sawt Al Shaab- 

“The dialogue held in Amman 
was open and candid and helped 
the Arabs to place all questions in 
their right perspective with some 
leaders showing divergence of 
views on certain points.’-' the 



Saddam Hussein 
president said. 

He said the Syrians and the 
other delegations to the summit 
accepted the final analysis of the 
problems plaguing the Arab Na- 
tion, and that was an encouraging 
development. But, he added, 
“we now hear reports of contacts 
and activities which indicate that 
some countries are returning to 


W. Germany endorses 
Mubarak’s proposal 


BONN (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak won 
West German support for his new 
Middle East peace initiative 
Monday at the start of a whirl- 
wind diplomatic tour. 

Mubarak held four hours of 
talks with West German Chancel- 
lor Helmut KobI and President 
Richard von Weizsaecker in 
Bonn on a peace plan that he also 
will present to Britain, the United 
States, France. Italy and Moroc- 
co over the next 12 days. 

Kohl told reporters after meet- 
ing Mubarak that the European 
Community (EC), currently 
chaired by West Germany, would 
encourage moves towards an in- 
ternational Middle East peace 
conference at its Feb. 11-12 sum- 
mit in Brussels. 

“I again assured (Mubarak) of 
my support for such a peace 
conference and I will put it on the 
agenda of the EC summit,” the 


chancellor said. 

Last week, Mubarak unveiled a 
regional peace plan under which 
Palestinians in the Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
would renounce violent opposi- 
tion for at least six months while 
Israel stopped further provoca- 
tive Jewish settlements in the 
territories and accepted a peace 
conference. 

“In the EC, we want in our 
coming talks to set in motion a 
process to support this initiative,” 
Kohl said. 

Mubarak will have talks in 
London with Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, whose 
spokesman has welcomed the in- 
itiative. He flies Tuesday to 
Washington. 

The Egyptian leader said in 
Bonn an international peace con- 
ference was the only means to 

(Continued on page 3) 


Peres and Shamir split 
over Egyptian initiative 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres split Monday on whether to 
endorse Egypt’s new peace initia- 
tive and a moratorium on Jewish 
settlement building. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has called on Palesti- 
nians to observe a six-month ban 
on anti-Israel violence and asked 
Israel to freeze settlement build- 
ing in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip for the same 
period. He said this would set the 
stage for an international confer- 
ence. 

“Shamir has not yet replied to 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak,” spokesman Avi Pazner told 
the AP in a telephone interview. 
“But he will tell him he does not 
accept the president's proposals.” 

Outlining bis opposition to re- 
porters, Shamir said: “An inter- 
national conference will not serve 
tile cause of peace. It will be a 
stage for anti-Israeli propaganda. 


and not a framework for serious 
negotiations between the parties. 
It will be an anempt to dictate, to 
impose solutions." 

But Peres, a political rival of 
Shamir, welcomed the thrust of 
Mubarak's call. 

“I welcome the Mubarak initia- 
tive as a step in the right direc- 
tion.” Peres said in a statement 
issued by the foreign ministry. 
“The call for an immediate end to 
all violent activity is most posi- 
tive." 

But an official who demanded 
anonymity said Peres did not 
accept all points in Mubarak’s 
plan. 

For example, he opposed 
creating an international mechan- 
ism for supervising events in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and did not accept language 
referring to Palestinian “political 
rights.” 

Peres also noied few settle- 
ments had been built in recent 
(Continued on page 3) 


His Majesty King Hussein Monday receives a message from Tunisian 
President Zein Al Abidine Ibn Ali delivered by Tunisian Prime 
Minister Hedi Baccouche (Petra photo) 

The King also voiced Jordan's and senior officials ways of 
keenness in boosting Jordanian- strengthening and promoting 
Tunisian relations in all fields. Jordaniun-Tunisian relations in 
Petra said. various fields. 

During the visit the Tunisian 

premier will discuss with Rifai (Continued on page 3j 


Jordan urges 
increased 
support for 
Arabs under 
occupation 

TUNIS (Petra) — Jordan urged 
Arab countries Monday to step 
up their support for the Arab 
inhabitants of the Israeli occupied 
West Bank and Gaza and to 
extend meaningful support for 
Iraq in the face" of Iran's aggres- 
sion. 

The call was made by the 
speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament. Akef Al Fayez. in an 
address to the Arab Parliamen- 
tary Union (APU) meeting which 
opened in the Tunisian capital 
Monday. 

In hi’s address. Fayez referred 
to His Majesty King Hussein's 
efforts to rally endeavours to help 
the Palestinians under Israeli 
rule. 

He said that the APLI meeting 
“is being held at a time when the 
Israeli authorities are escalating 
their repression and the Arab 
Palestinian people are maintain- 
ing their uprising against repres- 
sion.” 

The uprising, he said, has 
drawn the support and backing 
for the Palestinian people from 
world nations and organisations 
which now support the convening 
of an international conference to 
find a lasting settlement to the 
Palestinian problem. 

Call for support for Iraq 

Fayez called on Arab countries 
to intensify their efforts for en- 
ding the Gulf conflict and to- 
wards implementing of United 
Nations Security Council Resolu- 
tion 59S which aims at bringing 
about peace to the Gulf region. 

Fayez also urged the Arabs to 
unify their ranks in confrontation 
of tAe Iranian expansionist aims 
in the Gulf region, and appealed 
to the United Nations to secure 
the withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from South Lebanon. 

Ibn Ali opens session 

The APU meeting was opened 
by Tunisian President Zein Al 
Abidine Ibn Ali who also refer- 
red (o urgent Arab issues and 
called for unity of ranks in the 
face of external dangers. 

Ibn Ali referred to the major 
challenges and threats posed to 
the Arab Nation and said these 
warrant intensified efforts on the 
part of all Arab governments and 
parliamentarians to end inier- 
Arab differences. 

The president praised the ex- 
traordinary Arab summit held in 
Amman last November and said 
it expressed a unanimous Arab 
stand for dealing with the Middle 
East question and (he Iran-Iraq 
war. 

The resolutions of the summit 
should serve as guidelines for 
Arab parliamentarians in their 
endeavours at all regional and 
international levels, the president 
said- 

Tunisia's former prime minis- 
ter, Rashid Sfar, made a speech 
at the meeting, reviewing the 
current issues of the Arab World 
and calling on. Arab parliamenta- 
rians to come up with construc- 
tive resolutions that can cement 
Arab ranks. 


stands (hey had been adopting 
prior to the summit.” 

“Ai the Amman summit. Arab 
leaders focused their attention on 
achieving the minimum level of 
consensus and agreement and the 
general idea was that no Arab 
country should undertake any ac- 
tion which could harm the other 
or Arab national interests,” the 
president said. "If certain Arabs 
cannot contribute towards con- 
fronting the common dangers or 
play a "constructive role in that 
respect at least they should not 
ally themselves with the enemies 
of the Arab Nation," he said. 

"Statements by certain Arab 
countries that they have strategic 
relations with Iran at a time when 
Iran pursues its aggression on 
Iraq and other Arab states can 
only be considered as open sup- 
port for Iran at the expense of the 
Arab Nation,” Hussein said. 

“Iraq is not asking help from 
anyone because Iraq is not weak 

(Continued on page 3) 

Iraq says 
253 Iranians 
killed in 
north 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Monday its forces had killed 
253 enemy troops in fighting on 
the northern front of its war with 
Iran. 

A military communique said 
that in the battles Sunday heavy 
fire drove back groups of Iranians 
who tried to advance on Iraqi 
positions. 

Iran has claimed its forces have 
killed or wounded thousands of 
Iraqi troops and seized mountain 
peaks in the Mawut area of the 
northern war zone over the last 
10 days. 

Iraq reports raid in Gulf 

Iraq also Monday said its war- 
planes attacked ah unidentified 
ship off Iran’s coast, the first 
reported Iraqi raid in the so- 
called “tanker war” since 
Saturday. 

The Iraqi News Agency quoted 
a military spokesman as saying 
the jets scored “an accurate and 
effective hit... on a large mari- 
time target,” which usually 
means a tanker. 

INA said all the plans returned 
safely to base. 

Anti-pollution talks 

Delegates from both Iran and 
Iraq attended a seminar in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Monday on preventing pollution 
in the Gulf, where their attacks 
on merchant ships have 
threatened major oil spills. 

Several raids on ships last year 
resulted in oil leaks, most recent- 
ly when an Iranian gunboat strike 
on the Cypriot supertanker Pivot 
on Dec. 12 led to a state of 
emergency being declared along 
the coast of Sharjah. 

Kuwaiti delegate Abdul Rah- 
man Awadi urged Gulf states to 
cooperate against pollution 
threats. 
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France, Italy deny accord 
on Gulf minesweeping 


PARIS (R) — The Frcinch Navy denied Monday that 
it had reached an accord with' Britain and Italy to 
work jointly to sweep mines out of the Gulf. 

Italy bad earlier'" denied a Adantic Treaty Organisation in 
Washington Post report that the 1966 and any suggestion it bad 
three countries had agreed to agreed to action within an allied 
coordinate operations and to framework would be politically 
keep at least five minesweepers sensitive, especially in a presidea- 
on duty at any one time. tial election year. 

The report, published Sunday, In Rome, an Italian Navy 
said U.S. administration officials Ministry spokesman told Reu- 
hoped the accord would blunt ters: “There has been no agree- 
congressional criticism of the cost ment. The report has taken us by 
burden of U.S. operations in the surprise. We cannot understand 
Gulf. where it came from.” 

‘There is no agreement and Italy sent three minesweepers, 
the situation has not changed.” a three frigates and two support 
French Navy spokesman said, vessels to the Gulf last September 
“The French Navy is acting for to protect Italian merchant ship- 
national interests." ping after an Iranian speedboat 

The commanders of the Gulf attack on an Italian freighter. It 
fleets had been in contact since has now cut its presence to six 
the operation began last Septem- ships. 

her, but this was only to share Italy has always insisted the 
information and avoid mishaps, mission is exclusively to protect 

the spokesman said. Italian ships and ruled out joint 

Three French mine-clearing military action with other fleets, 
vessels began operating outside The Navy Ministry spokesman 
the Gulf in the Sea of Oman in in Rome said a minesweeper, the 
mid-September, rinding eight Vieste, and the support vessel 
mines off the port of Khor Fak- Anteo were pulled out of the 
kan. The navy believes the area is Gulf on Jan. 20 because of a 
now dear of mines. reduced threat from mines but 

One minehunter is still in or that the intended withdrawal of 
near the Gulf, while two mines- one frigate was a distant pros- 
weepers have withdrawn to pect. 

Djibouti, according to the navy. French officials said the Euro- 
France withdrew from the inte- pean allies exchanged infonna- 
grated command of the North don on the Gulf under the au- 


spices of the Western European 
Union, a defence-oriented orga- 
nisation which groups Belgium, 
Britain, France, West Germany, 
Italy. Luxembourg and The 
Netherlands. 

The officials said Belgium, Bri- 
tain and The Netherlands 
appeared to be coordinating most 
dosely in the Gulf in view of the 
prospect of them reducing their 
naval strengths there. 

French minister in UAE 
Meanwhile a senior French en- 
voy has arrived in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to review 
trade prospects and underline 
France's commitment to help 
protect shipping in the Gulf. _ 
French embassy sources said 
Finance Minister Edouard Baha- 
dur would discuss ways to bolster 
trade and economic cooperation 
with the UAE leaders. 

Balladur, who is also deputy 
prime minister, flew in from 
Saudi Arabia where he ruled out 
any reduction in the naval force 
which France maintains in the 
Gulf to escort merchant ships. 

He told reporters in Riyadh: 
“The action of France remains 
constant. We have taken a posi- 
tion on this issue.. .and we are 
determined to follow through.” 
The French aircraft carrier 
Gemencau and a small group of 
escort ships have been on station 
□ear the Gulf since last July. 


Austrian 
firm says 
arms may 
have been 
sent to Iran 

VIENNA (R) — Austria’s big- 
gest company said Monday that 
its weapon manufacturing sub- 
sidiary might have made illegal 
arms exports to Iran. 

Austrian authorities have for 
months been investigating 
charges that 140 cannons worth 
$300 million were delivered by 
Voest-AJ pine's Noricum subsidi- 
ary to Iran in the spring of 1985. 

The charges were first made in 
the Austrian news magazine 
Basta. 

Voest- Alpine General Director 
Herbert Lewinsky told Austrian 
radio the preliminary results of 
the company's own internal in- 
quiry had “hardened the suspi- 
cion that there were direct Nori- 
cum weapons deals with Iran." 

The state-owned concern bad 
repeatedly denied any such deals. 
Austrian law forbids export of 
arms to warring nations and 
Iran has been at war with Iraq 
since 1980. 

Lewinsky said the preliminary 
conclusions had been reached af- 
ter the internal probe found a 
bond guaranteeing a weapons 
contract delivery. He said he did 
not know who signed the bond or 
was responsible for the deal. 


Text of Arab League Council resolution on occupied land 


Pressure mounts on West to pull back Gulf minesweepers 


By Stephen Jukes 

Reuter 

BAHRAIN — Pressure is mount- 
ing on Western governments to 
cut costs of their Gulf naval 
forces by withdrawing mines- 
weepers and the indications are 
that some will leave soon. 

The waterway has been de- 
clared free of mines. Red and 
yellow warning buoys have been 
plucked from the seal an es and 
the crews of about 20 Western 
and Soviet minehunters have 
been enjoying home leave. 

But Western military sources in 
the region said decisions to pull 
out the minesweepers would not 
be taken lightly for fear of 
weakening political support' for 
Gulf Arab states which feel 
threatened by Iran. 

A complete withdrawal would 
appear to be out of the question 
for purely tactical reasons, they 
said. 

“As soon as you drop your 
guard or start to send vessels 
home, Iran will push a few new 
mines over the side,” said one 
Western naval officer. “The 
threat will never go away.” 

Now all minefields have been 
swept, military planners are ex- 
amining whether increased co- 
ordination among Western navies 
can cut costs and allow some 
vessels to leave. 

The sources said U.S.. British, 
Dutch. Belgian. Italian and 
French forces might be pared 


back in coming months, leaving a 
core of specialised vessels to form 
a military and political deterrent 
to any new mine-laying by Iran. 

Ideally, Western nations would 
like that deterrent to be backed 
up more strongly by the small 
navies of the Gulf states which 
have lacked modem minesweep- 
ing expertise. 

Military sources said Saudi 
Arabia was now in the market for 
as many as eight specialised ves- 
sels in a deal worth up to $550 
million. The order appeared to 
have taken priority over Riyadh's 
earlier ambitions to buy eight 
submarines. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

The mine threat first made 
headlines as a new phase of the 
Iran-Iraq war last July when the 
Kuwaiti supertanker Bridgeton 
was holed on its maiden voyage 
under U.S. warship protection. 

More mines, which the West 
says were planted by Iran, were 
discovered and small vessels 
proved vulnerable. Six seamen 
were killed in August when their 
supply boat was blown to pieces. 

But only a very few mines have 
been found since November and 
the two major danger zones to 
shipping, in the central Gulf and 
the Gulf of Oman, have been 
declared dear. 

A cut in the number of foreign 
minesweepers which rushed to 
the Gulf to deal with the threat is 


already taking shape: 

— U.S. Defence Secretary 
Frank Carlucd, on a tour of U.S. 
warships and Gulf states earlier 
this month, prepared the ground 
for pulling out minehunting heli- 
copters and their carrier, the Oki- 
nawa. diplomatic sources said. 
Ocean-going vessels sweeping 
northern Gulf sealanes were like- 
ly to stay. 

— British. Dutch and Belgian 
vessels worked in close co-ordina- 
tion to sweep a minefield in the 
centra] Gulf late last year, but 
some may soon leave. 

In London, a Defence Ministry 
spokesman declined comment on 
reports in the Times and Guar- 
dian newspapers on Thursday 
that the nations would each halve 
their forces, learing Britain wkh 
two minesweepers and Belgium 
and the Netherlands with one 
each. 

— Italy's defence ministry 
sources in Rome said the mines- 
weeper Vieste and support vessel 
Anteo were pulled out of the 
Gulf. 

— France has redeployed its 
force, keeping one minehunter in 
the immediate Gulf region and 
pulling back two minesweepers to 
near Djibouti in the Gulf of 
Aden. 

But Minister of State for Eco- 
nomy Edouard Balladur, who 
started a Middle East tour, told 
the Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) there could be no ques- 
tion of reducing France's naval 
force as long as its merchant ships 


came under threat. 

— The Sorier Union is thought 
to maintain a constant force of 
three minesweepers in the Gulf 
region and there are no indica- 
tions of any change, military 
sources said. 

One of the three called on U.S. 
naval help to trace a mine on Jan. 
5. Despite the unusual display of 
co-operation, the Soviet vessel 
eventually found and detonated 
the mine itself. 

While politicians and admirals 
have been weighing the consequ- 
ences of a cutback, minesweeper 
crews have been enjoying port 
calls in some of the Gulf states or 
taking home leave over Christ- 
mas and New Year. 

Asked in Bahrain this week if 
the four British ' minesweepers 
operated continuously. Comman- 
der Bob Money of’ the frigate 
ScyUa said: “It’s difficult for us at 
the moment, to be honest, to find 
full employment for the mines- 
weepers because the known 
minesfields have been cleared." 

The four British vessels have 
been making “route surveys" — 
mapping the seabed — in 
approaches to Gulf ports in case 
new mines should be planted. 

Navy commanders and mer- 
chant seamen alike express the 
fear that Iran will lay new mines 
as soon as the minesweepers start 
the six-week trip back through 
the Red Sea to northern Europe. 

Money said: Tt might be seen 
to be an invitation... for mining 
to take place." 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* A painting exhibition by German 
artist Ingcborg Grosjcan at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 30). 

A An exhibition uhoul medical re- 
search in France at the French Cultural 
Centre (until Jan. 28). 

* Plastic art exhibition, by Marwan 
Allan at the Soviet Cultural Centre 
(until Jan. 31). 

LECTURES 


it Dr. Hcrwig Bands, ambassador of 
the Federal Republic of Germany in 
Amman, will present a lecture entitled 
"Anatolian flat weaves and related 


archaeological evidences" at 8:00 p.m. 
today (Tuesday) at the American Cen- 
tre of Oriental Research (ACOR). 


ABC NEWS 

* A selection of the latest news from 
tire United Slates taped from the ABC 
Evening News of the previous week at 
7.-0O p.m. at the American Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 66HCft/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636 147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624019 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hajra Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/fi 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. ol Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for a]] 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. * 1:00 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.-00 
p-m. Closed oo Friday. 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

The Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hold. 7:30 p'.m. 
Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Phfladetphla Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.1)0 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 81b534. 
817534. 

CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 6245W. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdcb. Tel. 
637440. 

De b SaDe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tct 622366 

Church of the Aiww inri^w (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence, id. 601359 
Armenian Cathode Church Ashraficfa, 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Asfara- 

fieb. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Asfarafkh, Tel. 771751. 

Amman lolcnzatiaml Clmrtfc (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Sou them 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Td. 
677534. 


Evangetteal Lutheran Church (Church 
of Ihe Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 81 129S. 

R»W»w Congregation, (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
uterdenominalional-ccumeakal En- 
^ Scryrcc.- Saturday 6 J0 p.m. Tel. 
822605. Rev. Veb. 

Tbe Church of Jests Christ of Latter- 
gT^Smuts (Mormon) Td. 81S817, 


TUNIS (R) — Following are 
extracts from the final resolu- 
tion of an emergency Arab 
League meeting which ended 
on Sunday (translated from tbe 
official French version). 

Hie council— 

"After having examined the 
grave situation prevailing in 
the occupied Arab territories, 
and developments linked to 
the heroic uprising of the 
Palestinian Arab people, in the 
Territories, as well as the mas- 
sacres. persecutions and rep- 
ressive measures perpertrated 
against them by the Israeli war 
machine, in violation of all 
international charters and con- 
ventions 

“White expressing its total 
support for the insurrection of 
the Arab Palestinian people, 
its resistance and the 
courageous struggle it is lead- 
ing against Zionist arbitrari- 
ness which aims at the exist- 
ence of even its children, its 
places of worship and sanc- 
tuary. 

“In order to enable the 
Palestinian people to pursue its 


Relief teams 
begin work 
on camps in 
Lebanon 

BEIRUT (R) — Workers with 
bulldozers have srarted clearing 
two battered refugee camps in 
Beirut after a three-year siege 
and Shiite Muslim Amai militia 
have stopped blockading a third 
Lebanese camp. 

Teams from the Hariri Founda- 
tion — a charity run by Rafik 
Hariri, a businessman mend of 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia — 
began clearing rubble from the 
Bourj A1 Barajneh and Sbatila 
camps in mainly Muslim west 
Beirut Sunday. 

Both camps were badly dam- 
aged during the sieges by Amal, 
Lebanon's largest Muslim militia. 
It withdrew from positions 
around the two camps Wednes- 
day after Amal chief Nabih Beni 
announced an end to the block- 
ades. 

In the port town of Tyre 80 
kilometres south of Beirut, Amal 
militiamen in olive-green fatigues 
ended a 14-month-old siege of 
Rashidiyeh Camp, home, for 
some 17,000 -Palestinians. 

Witnesses said scores .of 
Palestinian women, children and 
men ventured out of the camp for 
the first time since October 1986. 

Palestinian women, children 
and men ventured out of the 
camp for the first time since 
October 1986. 

Palestinians and Amal sources 
said Lebanese police were ex- 
pected to take up positions in and 
around Rashidiyeh to ensure the 
safety and movement of the in- 
habitants. 

Bern announced on Jan. 16 
that his fighters would lift the 
sieges as a tribute to Palestinian 
demonsrrators in the Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“The Shi'ite-Palestinian war 
has ended forever," Bern said 
Saturday. 


insurrection and exercise its 
legitimate right to combat ter- 
rorism and Zionist violence, 
with the view of putting an end 
to occupation and recuperating 
its land and its inaliesable 
national rights to return to its 
homeland— 

Agrees to— 

"Condemn tbe crimes of 
Israeli occupation against the 
Palestinian people in struggle 
in whatever form they take, be 
it: Assassinations, banish- 
ments. massive arrests, block- 
ades of camps, denial of water 
to and starvation of refugees 
and prevention of medical sup- 
plies. aggressions against hofy 
places, and in particular the A1 
Aqsa Mosque, illegal destruc- 
tion of homes, grabbing land 
and installing settlements: 

"Call on the states of the 
world to put pressure on the 
(Israeli) authorities in order to 
put an end to their repressive 
and oppressive actions against 
the valiant Palestinian people, 
and to impose effective sanc- 
tions against these authorities 
that are guilty of crimes 


directed against alt humanity 
and threatening international 
security and peace... 

"Continue to support mater- 
ially and politically the uprising 
of the Palestinian Arab people, 
in order to permit it to con- 
tinue its fight with tbe same 
determination... 

“Guarantee the means of 
resistance and furnish it with 
financial assistance for the en- 
tire period of the uprising this 
assistance will be delivered m 
collaboration with the FLO... 

“Begin an intensive press 
campaign at work) level m 
order to increase the isolation 
of Israel on the international 
scene, condemn its behaviour, 
denounce its acts of extermina- 
tion. affirm the right of the 
Palestinian people to defend its 
homeland and its legitimate 
national rights, and to counter 
Israeli media ploys aimed at 
dividing the Palestinian 
people— 

“Set up a committee of fore- 
ign ministers of Syria, Jordan. 
Algeria, Tunisia, and Iraq and 
the president of tbe political 


Australia grants $600,000 
to help UNRWA school 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Australia is to 
contribute a sum of S600.000 to 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) over 
the coming two years to help the 
agency build a girls school on the 
occupied West Bank, the agency 
said Monday. 

Tbe school, to be built near 
Bethlehem, will provide educa- 
tion to children from a Palestine 
refugee camp near Sour Baber. 

UNRWA said that work on the 
school would begin in April and 
should be open for students at the 


beginning of the 1989-2990 scho- 
lastic year. 

Last year. Australia made a 
S8S0.0Q0 contribution to 
UNRWA. 

Sweden will offer the agency S2 
million to improve the situation 
at UNRWA schools in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip. The schools, 
which were built by UNRWA in 
the late 1950s, require urgent 
restoration, it said. Sweden last 
year contributed a sum of Si 1.6 
million to UNRWA’s fiscal 
budget. 


EC gives additional aid 
to occupied territories 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) said Mon- 
day it was stepping up aid to 
Palestinians in Israeli occupied ter- 
ritories in response to an appeal 
by tbe United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Re- 
fugees (UNRWA). 

The EC Commission said in a 
statement it had agreed an urgent 
payment of 285.000 European 
Currency Units -($228,000) to boy 
and distribute food. In particular 
for children. 

It said it bad also agreed urgent 
food aid of 500 tonnes of cereals 


and 55 tonnes of milk powder, 
worth 250,000 ECUs (S307.000). 

The Community had already 
agreed aid of 200,000 ECUs 


(£246,000) at the end of Decem- 
ber after an earlier UNRWA 
appeal. 

This donation .is part of an 
on-going European Community 
development aid programme in 
favour of the Palestinian people; 
Community aid channelled 
through UNRWA amounted to 
JD 15 million m 1987 and JD 13.5 
million in 1986. 


Czechs call for international 
Mideast peace conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The stubborn 
Israeli position and its rejection 
of convening an international 
peace conference to solve the 
Middle East question aggravates 
the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories, a statement 
issued by the Foreign Ministry 
has said.' 

The statement circulated by the 
Czechoslovakian embassy In Am- 
man said that the current events 
in the occupied Arab territories 


“are a dear gesture of the Palesti- 
nian people's desire to see an end 
to the 20 years of Israeli occupa- 
tion of the Arab land and for 
restoring their legitimate rights.” 
The statement added that 
Israeli intransigence has aggra- 
vated the situation in the occu- 
pied territories and affected nega- 
tively the international relations. 
“Therefore an urgent political 
solution should be found lest the 
situation further deteriorates.” 


commisskn of- the Pate** 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) and the secretary- 
general of the Arab Leagac 
which will he c harged wrffc 
drawing up a plan m common 
Arab action... 

"Can on the (Untied Na- 
tions) Security Council to meet 
' and assume its responsibt&tfct 
concerning tbe adoption at re* i 
solutions and proper measures 
to put an end to tbe Israeli 
occupation of all Pakndiaiin ! 
territories. . 

“Gail on Security Council to i 
assume folly and entirely its 
responsibilities, with regard to 
the violation* by Israel of ihe | 
Fourth Geneva Convention, tn 
the Palestinian and occupied 
Arab territories... 

“Charge ihe secretary- 
general of the Arab League to 
gather information on the 
grave vfojanon* perpetrated by 
Israel id the occupied territor- 
ies. to follow ihe development 
of these violations which con- 
stitute not so much Crimes of 
war as crimes against 
humanity..." 


Prosecutor 
suras up 
argument 

| in trial of 
! Demjanjuk 

I TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
' prosecutor began hi* summing up 
Monday at the trial of alleged 
Nazi war criminal John Demjan- 
juk by recalling the horrors of 
* Trebtinka Camp. 

Prosecutor Michael Shakcd be- 
gan his closing argumenr 11 
months after the trial began of 
Demjanjuk. 67, a retired U.S. car 
worker accused of being the brut- 
al guard “Ivan the terrible ” at 
the camp in Nazi-occupied Po- 
land during World War II. 

The burly Demjanjuk sat im- 
passively — as he has throughout 
*— in the converted cinema pack- 
ed with Israelis anxious to catch a 
glimpse of Israel's first Nazi war 
crimes trial since the banging of 
mass murderer Adolf Etdimarm 
in 1962. 

Court observers expecr the 
three-judge court to issue a ver- 
dict in March, or April after 
summations of at least two 
weeks. 

In his summation. Shakcd 
traced the history of TreMmka 
from the ghettos of Eastern 
Europe to the train boxcars that 
herded unsuspecting people to 
the camp where Demjanjuk is 
accused of operating the gas 
chambers that asphyxiated them. 

Thatcher to 
visit Turkey 

LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher will 
pay her first official visit to Tur- 
key on April 6-8, her office said 
Monday. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information e supplied to- Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Aba International 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. when it 
should always be » crificd. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1 ) 

££30 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJV 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

New York (RJ) 

|*=2® Paris. Brussels (Rl) 

!«.■» .... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

}”** Istanbul (RJ) 

[l*® Tripoli (RJ) 

19:45 Rome (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


13:20 

13:40 

13*40 

14&45 

15:66 

I&35 

17:45 

19:15 

26:16 

Wfc30 


Moscow (SU) 

Bucharest (RO) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Tripoli(LN) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Cairo (MS) 


Cano (MS) 

Rome (AZ) 

Dubai (EK) 

Zurich. Larnaca (SR) 
London. Cairo (BA) 


departures 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Tripoli I RJ) 

IH00 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

* 1:45 Belgrade. Madrid (RJ) 

Larnaca (RJ) 

Dhahran(RJ) 

2«I5 Cairo (RJ) 

20s45 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

XU* Bangkok (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

\ Beirut (ME) 

Moscow (SU) 

J*#) Kuwait (KU) 

Bucharest (RO) 

J* 45 Kuwait (LN) 

Riyadh (SV) 

JJ:38 Damascus (AZ) 

28:U Dubai (EK) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Monday rates 

Local seWbuy rates in Os 

Belgian franc 95.9/ 97 j 

Dutch guilder 178.1/ ]#].7 

French franc 59.4 1 «1.5 

Italian lira 27.3' 27 7 

Japanese yen (for 100) ....262.3/ 2671b 

Swedish crown 55.8/ 5$ jg, 

Swiss franc 247/ 252 

U.K. sterling pound 595-2 608.7 

U.S dollar 335.4/ 340.7 

W. German mark 200.1 204.1 


PRAYER TIMES 


0SA9 Fair 

06:31 (Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

14:41 -Asr 

f7ri)6 — Maghreb 

18:27 *isfaa 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy to doady. 
with chances for scattered showers. 
Winds win be southeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly doudy. 
Winds will be northerly moderate' and 
calm sea. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman..- 4/U 

Aqaba 11/22 

Deserts 3/14 

Jordan Valley 9/25 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 10, Aqaba 21. Humidity readings: 
Amman 93 per cent. Aqaba 34 per 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman govemoraic 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Ouwetsmeh 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... ]<$ 

fi/* 1 aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622IWO-3 

Police rescue 192. 621 1 1 1 . 637777 

Police headquarters 63914] 

Traffic police 8963901 

Bectne Power Co. 6363S1M. 624K81 
Municipal water complaints 771125.75 

Queen Alia Iml. Airport (0815333060 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre R1 381332 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amo ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Aran.... 642441:2 

Jabal Amman Maternity M2362* 

Malbas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 66913] 

University Hospital K4S845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227<9 

The Isiamie. Abdali 66612707 

AI-AhU. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajrecn 77710i/3 

Ai-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89IM1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224(V50 

Amal Hospital .... ..... .... 674155 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 77311119 

Radio Jordan 7741] j 19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel comptaiuis 666412 

Price comptamB 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls (0 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service H 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr Mohammad Abbadt .. 

Dr. Ahmad Dakco 

Dr. A. A) Musa... 

Dr. Othmaa Haj Aii 

Ftras pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 

Al Asctna pharmacy 

Naimukb pharmaev 

A1 Salam pharmacy .! 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani phafmaev 


... 778959 
... .676473 

6Wd 

. . 741259 
. .. 661912 
— 77X336 
...6371155 
.... fO.tr> 72 

. . 636730 
.... M4945 
...637660 


TAXIS: 

636730 

Tsana taxi 6446K, 

Tamer taxi ■ *66467 

Ragbdaniaxi ^400 

W’ 13 ? 736428 

77MJJ 

IRBID: 

Dr. Fatfich Jhonr 

Shares' pharmacy ! 7S825 


ZARQA: 

Dr. A, Kashashneh 

KhaHch pharmacy 


W3022 

985417 


market prices 


■say* ■■■■ sis 

Bear* (broad) ^52 

can™ 8 !.:::;;;--” 


Lemon 

Mandarin 

Marrow 

Onion (green) 

Onion (ary) 

Oranges ( Abu surra) 
Oranges (Sh anu oo aii ) 
Pepper (tot) 


Cauliflower 

Cucumbers ® 

Dates (box) 


Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raddzsh ‘ ' 


c ■ws:::::::::::::::;;:;;;: 


140/ 90 
190/ IN) 
150 • 100 
130- HD 
230/ IW 
300 i250 
250 / 200 
260/200 

120.- 80 
1 SOt 100 
70/ 50 
120 / 80 
130/ 90 
160 ! 100 
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Rawabdeh sends reply 
of thanks to King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Greater Am- 
man -Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf AJ 
Rawabdeh Monday sent a mes- 


tbat the municipality pledged to 
work relentlessly and with all its 
RawaOded Monday sent a mes- power to win the confidence of 
sage to His Majesty King Hussein King Hussein and Jordanian 
expressing gratitude to the King dozens. 


Arab panel on Palestinian affairs 
decides on assistance to refugees 




for his appreciation of the ser- 
vices and efforts of the Greater 
Amman Municipality and its em- 
ployees. 

~ The. King sent a message of 
appreciation for the municipal- 
ity's efforts to Rawabdeh on Jan. 
5. 

In his reply, Rawabdeh said 


On Jan. 19, Rawabdeh was 
presented with the AI Nahda 
Medal of the First Order in 
appredation of the munidpahty’s 
excellent performance. The King 
presented Rawabdeh with the 
medal and voiced satisfaction and 
happiness with the municipality’s 
achievements. 


Jordan, Iraq to increase 
agricultural cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Cooperation 
between Jordan and Iraq in agri- 
cultural production and market- 
ing was discussed here by a de- 
legation from the Iraqi Farmers 
Association and the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO). 

The two sides also discussed 
cooperation between coopera- 
tives in Iraq and Jordan, particu- 
larly the exchange of expertise 
and officials’ visits. 

The two organisations agreed 
that the JCO would market Iraqi 


produce in the Kingdom, and on 
encouraged the work of coopera- 
tives in both countries. 

The talks were conducted by 
JCO Director-General Mrewid 
AJ Tal and the Iraqi Fanners 
Association President KhaJed Al 
Bader. 

Bader said in a statement after 
the meeting that Iraq appreciated 
Jordan's support in countering 
Iran's aggression. He also said 
that his talks with the JCO offi- 
cials were successful and fruitful. 


ARC: JD 6m spent on 
railroad improvements 


■ - D~- 


' -'•»£- 


- V. 


MAAN (Petra) — The Aqaba 
Railway Corporation (ARC) last 
year spent JD 6 million, on re- 
novating 64 kilometres of railroad 
in the south, and transported 2.6 
million tonnes of phosphates 
from mines in the south to Aqaba 
for export, according to the ARC 
Director-General Mardi Qat- 

tamin . 

Qattamm said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that ARC’S plans for this year 
include the implementation of the 
second phase of a project to 
replace 116 kilometres of railroad 
at a cost of JD 11 million. 

The upgrading of the railroad is 
designed to allow ARC to trans- 
port more phosphates to Aqaba, 
Qattamin said. He said by 1990 
ARC expects to transport four 


million tonnes of phosphates 

annual ly. 

This year, ARC is expected to 
transport only three million ton- 
nes, only 4 (a), 000 tonnes more 
than last year. 

ARC is presently building 
workshops in Aqaba at a cost of 
JD 1.5 million to cany out 
maintenance on its locomotives 
and other railway equipment, 
Qattamm added. 

In order to increase its opera- 
tions. the company last year 
purchased 90 trucks at a cost of 
JD 1.6 million, according to the 
ARC director. 

He said that ARC is currently 
cooperating with local and fore- 
ign organisations in providing 
training to its employees. 


Hmoud stresses government 
backing of agricultural sector 

was plannang ro re^hjedi^le far- 


KARAK (Petri) “Minister of- ' 
Agriculture ■ T&arwaii- Hmoud 
Monday stressed the govern^ 
meat’s policy of supporting and 
subsidising the agricultural 
sector. 

Speaking to fanners during a 
visit to Gbor AI Safi in the Jordan 
Valley, the minister said that 
boosting the agricultural sector 
was one of the government’s top 
priorities. 

Hraoud said the government 


-raerv loans to public and private 
organisations, thus facilitating re- 

K iyment procedures for the do- 
ors. 

The minister told the farmers 
that horizontal and vertical agri- 
cultural expansion through irriga- 
tion projects and application of 
up-to-the-minute scientific proc- 
edures in agriculture had contri- 
buted to higb productivity, which 
resulted in high profits for far- 
mers. 


er to 

jrkey 






Prince Mohammad visits GHQ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His Majesty King Hussein, Monday 
paid a visit to the Armed Forces General Headquarters during 
which be conferred with the Armed Forces Critnmander-in-Chiei 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

Cardiologists to hold conference 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Society of Cardiologists will be 
holding its first conference here in October. The founding of the 
Pan-Arab Cardiac Society will also be officially declared during 
the conference, according to Director of the Armed Forces Royal 
Medical Services Daoud Hananiya. Hananiya recently returned 
from Dubai where he headed Jordan's delegation to the Third 
Pan- Arab Conference on Pacing and Cardiac Electrophysiology. 


: i » 


.Israel continues brutality 


(Coo tinned from page 1) 
several days as a result of beat- 
ings. 

“The policy of baton is deter- 
ring in the short run but creates 
hate in the long run," the two 
said in a report they planned to 
present to the government and 
the parliament Monday:. 

Three U.S. citizens filed com- 
plaints with the U.S. consulate in 
Arab Jerusalem about being 
beaten by Israeli troops, said 
consulate spokesman David 
Good. 

Four Palestinian activists facing 
deportation dropped their 
appeals to Israel’s supreme coutt, 
clearing the way for their expul- 
sion. 

“They feel they will not obtain 
justice from an Israeli court,” 
‘said Fayez Abu Rahme, a Gazan 
attorney. “They said internation- 
al public opinion has already cfo- 
ridetf that deportation is illegal 
and we’d hate to see it legalised in 
court.” 

• Four other Palestinians were, 
expelled to Lebanon Jan, 13 amid 
sharp criticism over the legality of 
such action. 

The chairman of the par- 
liamentary foreign affairs' and de- 
fence- committee, Abba Ebas, 
made a scathing attack, on the 
beatings policy, reports said. 

“If.tbere are ministers or mem--. . 
bers of parliament who are enthu-. - 


siastic about the idea of talcing a 
few Palestinians to a certain 
place, ordering them to put out 
an arm, taking a baton and break- 
ing the extended limb with preci- 
sion, why do they not volunteer 
themselves to carry out these 
operations?” he asked at a meet- 
ing of the committee. 

American Jews upset 

Meanwhile, American Jewish 
Congress (AJC) leaders said they 
met tbe Israeli defence minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, and criticised his 
self-declared policy of "might, 
power and beatings” to quell 
Palestinian protests. 

"The current policy of force 
and beatings as it has been im- 
plemented on tbe ground is re- 
garded by us as inhumane and 
simply unacceptable and moreov- 
er, on another level, its costs io 
terms of the loss of support for 
Israel is far, far too great,” AJC 
President Ted Mann told a news 
conference. 

In a. telegram to the Israeli 
president, Chaim Herzog, Rabbi 
Alexander Schindler, influential 
president of Reform Judaism's 
union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, called tbe beatings 
policy “an offence to the Jewish 
spirit (that) violates every princi- 
ple of human decency." 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The meeting 
of countries hosting Palestinian, 
refugees just concluded in Tunis 
derided on measures for provid- 
ing assistance to the Palestinians 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and improving the 
living conditions of refugee camp 
residents, Secretary-General of 
the Ministry of Occupied Terri- 
tories Affairs Ahmad Qatanani 
announced here Monday. 

Qatanani, who led the Jorda- 
nian delegation to the five-day 
meeting held at the Arab League 
headquarters said that he pre- 
sented a detailed repent on the 
present situation in the occupied 
territory, and the consequences 
of Israel’s repressive measures 
against the Palestinians. 

Along with Qatanani 's report, 
a number of memoranda pertain- 
ing to the Palestinian people's 
amirs were reviewed at the meet- 
ing attended by delegates from 
Syria, Lebanon, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), the 
Arab League and tbe Arab 
League Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 



Ahmad Qatanani 


in addition to 


(ALESCO), 

Jordan. 


Qatanani said that the meeting 
discussed the plight of unem- 
ployed graduates of universities 
in the occupied territories and 
recommendations to deal with 
the problem, the question of the 
Jerusalem District Electricity 


Company (JDEC) whose assets 
were seized by the Israeli author- 
ities; Israeli settlement program- 
mes; confiscation of Arab-owned 
land; and Arab countries* coop- 
eration with the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA). 

He said that delegates also 
reviewed the situation in the re- 
fugee camps, UNRWA’s report 
on the condition of refugees and 
UNRWA's annual budget. 

Qatanani’s report included de- 
tails about Israel’s plans to draw 
water from the occupied territor- 
ies, and a study on Israel’s 
methods for introducing changes 
in the demographic situation in 
the Arab land. 

Qatanani said that the meeting 
recommended that Arab coun- 
tries continue to present the 
Palestinian case to the United 
Nations, and urged Arab coun- 
tries to increase their annual con- 
tributions to the UNRWA's 
annual budget. 

According to Qatanani, the 
Arab delegations derided to hold 
their next meeting in July 1988. 


Rally expresses solidarity with 
Palestinian people in rebellion 


By Nqjwa Najjar 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Speakers at a lec- 
ture entitled ‘Tlie uprising in the 
occupied territories" agreed that 
the steadfastness of the Palesti- 
nian people in the occupied terri- 
tories had brought about new 
realities in the Middle East re- 
gion. 

With international attention 
focusing on a united Palestinian 
people fighting for the right of 
return and self-determination, 
the Arab World must provide 
both financial and moral support 
to the inhabitants of the occupied 
lands, and must urge the United 
States to pressure Israel to stop 
tbe bloodshed and to find a poli- 
tical solution, they said Sunday. 

Over 500 people packed into 
the Professional Associations 
complex to hear the lecture, 
whidi was part of the week in 
solidarity with the uprising orga- 
nised by the association's social 
committee. 

...Speaking to an. enthusiastic 
«rowd~ ^prominent ‘ Palestinian 
lawyer Ibrahim 'Bakf catfled on 
Arab states to impose a political 
and economic boycott of the U.S. 
as long as the U.S. administration 
continues its unrestrained sup- 
port for Israel. “Political lead- 
ership that the Arabs give to the 
Palestinians is not support as long 
as the Arab countries continue 
supporting tbe U.S.," Bakr said. 
He considers the U.S. to be “the 
only backer of the Israeli enemy" 
wifn its strategic alliance with 
Israel and its ambiguous stand on 
the Palestinian uprising. “Only if 
the Arabs take a solid position 
against the U.S. are they truly 
supporting the uprising," Bata- 
said. 

The ongoing seven weeks of 
violence in the occupied territor- 
ies termed by Bata as a “popular 
Palestinian revolution" has given 
substance to the two Palestinian 
slogans: "right of return” and 
right to self-determination.” 

“Palestinians have shown the 
international political leadership 
that there are Palestinians on 


Palestinian land asking for their 
right to self-determination, and 
Palestinians outside are strug- 
gling for their right to return. The 
uprising has outstaged the 
Reagan plan. Camp David and 
U.nT Resolution 242,” he said. 

According to Bata, the upris- 
ing has ignited the hopes and 
lined the morale of the Arab 
people. He died one result of the 
uprising as the lifting of Amal's 
siege on Palestinian camps in 
Lebanon. 

In addition, the Palestinians 
living behind the Israeli “green 
line” have shown their unity with 
the Palestinians in the occupied 
territories said speaker Aysha 
Odeh, a student of Israeli pris- 
ons. One example she gave was 
when American Secretary of 
State George Shultz visited Jeru- 
salem. "Arabs in occupied Pales- 
tine refused to meet with him," 
she said. 

“The unity achieved at the last 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) meeting held in Algiers 
.has, helped escalate the situation 
In’ -the occupied; lands,” said- 
Oden, ' Who was - released From ah 
Israeli prison during a prisoner 
exchange in 1979, after serving a 
10-year term. She said separating 
the PLO from the uprising is also 
unacceptable: “The slogans of 
the occupied territories inhabi- 
tants show their support for the 
PLO. They are saying that the 
PLO is the only legitimate repre- 
sentative of Palestinians," she 
said, noting that as the Arab 
states pressure the U.S. to force 
Israel to stop its brutal practices 
against the Palestinian people, 
the Arab leaders should also 
stress that the PLO is the sole 
representative of the Palestinian 
people on the international level. 

In addition to giving hope and 
raising the morale of the Arab 
people, the uprising has also re- 
vealed the real face of Zionism, 
according to Bata: "The revolu- 
tion has uncovered their fascist 
and racist face of Zionism and has 
shown that there is no difference 
between the Israeli rule and 
South Africa's apartheid rule." 


He believes that the Zionist 
policies of deportation and settle- 
ment and other policies of repres- 
sion have proved futile: "These 
policies won’t work with a people 
that fights and resists... ultimate- 
ly they will be victorious." 

Zionist policies and tbe situa- 
tion in the occupied territories 
will dominate the Israeli elec- 
tions. “adding to the polarisation 
in the Israeli government.” Bakr 
said. Odeh added that the differ- 
ences within the Israeli govern- 
ment would explode and create a 
new force to deal with the latest 
development: “A lot of Israeli 
officials have been saying that the 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies is complicated and difficult, 
and that the solution must be 
political, regardless of what De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Ukud leader Yitzhak Shamir 
say,” she said. Odeh cited the 
demonstration of 50,000 Israelis 
in Tel Aviv as an example of the 
new force of dissent. 

The Palestinians will continue 
struggling on the widest popular 
. level : until ^ . solution: is found, 
according to Bata: “This uprising 
is the cornerstone for future up- 
risings which will be more power- 
ful and deeper.” 

President of the Jordan 
Pharmacists Association Tayseer 
AJ Himsi said that the Palestinian 
people had reiterated that they 
will not accept anything short of 
“having their own democratic 
state on all the land of Palestine.” 

Himsi believes that the Palesti- 
nian people will achieve their 
aims, as "history has shown that 
tbe will of the people will ulti- 
mately lead to victory.” He 
pointed - to the lesson learned 
from the recent Palestinian stead- 
fastness: “The Israelis will not be 
able to destroy tbe strength of the 
Palestinians' faith in the justice of 
their cause. The weapon for their 
victory is unity and solidarity." 

He ’appealed to Arabs and all 
peace-loving nations, headed by 
the Soviet Union, to support the 
Palestinian uprising and to take a 
strong stand on ending the blood- 
shed. 


King 


receives Tunisian message 

(Con tinned from page 1) 


Baccouche flew in from 
Damascus, where he had four 
hours of talks with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad. Baccouche, 
making the first visit to Syria by a 
Tunisian prime minister for 17 
years, said they had agreed on the 
need to foster Arab unity. 

i felt President Assad's keen 
interest to see Arabs united and 
to abandon anything which might 
disunite them because Arab unity 
will certainly be achieved and the 
victory of Arabs will come in the 
end." Baccouche told reporters 
in Damascus. 

Upon arrival in Amman, Bac- 
coucbe told reporters: "We want 


to inform Jordanian officials ab- 
out developments in Tunisia and 
other Maghreb countries.” 

He said Jordanian-Tunisian 
ties were “exceptionally good due 
to our shared political outlook 
and the activities of the private 
sector in both countries.” 

He said his tour of Arab capit- 
als was aimed at improving Tuni- 
ca’s relations with its fellow Arab 
states and to assure them of 
Tunisian efforts for Arab unity. 

He also said ir was to “Inform 
Arab leaders about the situation 
In Tunisia after tbe changes which 
took place on the 7th of last 
November," a reference to the 
overthrow of Habib Bourguiba 
by Ibn Ali, then prime minister. 


Peres and Shamir split 


(Continued Grom page 1) 
years. 

The cabinet secretary, Elyakim 
Rubenstein, flew to the united 
States Monday for talks with 
American officials, and Israel 
Radio, said he would give Sha- 
mir’s response to recent Middle 
East peace proposals. 

Henry Siegman, part of a 
American Jewish Congress 
(AJC) delegation that visited 
Egypt, said Mubarak was willing 
in principle to meet with Shamir 
to discuss tbe Israeli leader’s 
objections to an international 
peace conference - 

“Shamir did not give us reason 
to believe that the considered 
that a fruitful approach,” said 
Siegman, the AJCs executive 
director. ' 


The dally Hadashot reported 
that Shamir sent Rubenstein to 
Washington to counter Mubar- 
ak’s new initiative.. 

Pazner denied the report and 
said Rubenstein was there on 
bilateral matters and to prepare 
Shamir’s upcoming visit to the 
United States in March. 

Peres was angry at Shamir's 
decision to send Rubenstein to 
Washington and bis office said 
the move was aimed at counter- 
ing a visit to the U.S. Last week by 
the foreign ministry director 
general, Yossi Beilin, Israel Tele- 
vision said. 

Meanwhile, Israel TV said 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz instructed his U.N. delega- 
tion to oppose Soviet calls for a 
U.N. -sponsored international 
conference on the Middle East. 


Bonn endorses 
Mubarak plan 

(Continued from page 1) 
settling the Middle East conflict. 

“The only option toward the 
stabilisation of the situation is a 
peace conference," he told repor- 
ters before departing for London. 

Mubarak called for an end to 
violence in the Middle East, but 
did not directly mention the pro- 
tests that have wracked the 
Israeli-occupied territories for the 
past seven weeks. 

“It is only through peace that 
we can raise our living standards, 
and make for better lives for 
Israelis as well as Arabs,” the 
Egyptian leader said. 

"War and violence do not lie in 
the interests of the affected peo- 
ple," he added. “They mean an 
intensification of hatred." 

The West German president 
issued a statement praising 
Mubarak as an ‘irreplaceable 
factor" in tbe effort for peace in 
the Middle East. 

Western diplomats said Mubar- 
ak was likely to get a positive 
reception on his tour because of 
growing international alarm over 
the Palestinian protests in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
coupled with Egypt's renewed 
formal links with Arab states. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher held 
talks in Israel over the weekend 
and went to Brussels Monday to 
discuss the results with EC col- 
leagues. 

Kohl's office, in a statement 
issued after Mubarak's depar- 
ture, said the two leaders also 
discussed the Iran-Iraq war. 


Senate approves draft law on 
practising veterinary medicine; 
penal code amendments 


By Nenneen Murad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Upper House of Parliament (Sen- 
ate) discussed and approved several draft laws 
referred to them by the Lower House during 
Monday’s session in which Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai was sworn in as Senate member* 


ITie Senate approved the Prac- 
tising Veterinary Medicine Draft 
Law after debating a clause in the 
law which stipulates that the 
minister of agriculture is allowed 
a period of 60 days to revoke a 
veterinarian's licence after it is 
approved by the Jordan Veterina- 
rians Association (JVA). Several 
senators called for leaving the 
revocation period undetermined, 
in case it was discovered after 
that period that the veterinarian's 
credentials and degrees were 
forged. 

In support of the 60-day limit. 
Senator Hassan A I Kayed said: 
“A veterinarian wants to provide 


a public service, and should not 
be detained from fulfilling that 
service." He added that veterina- 
rians’ credentials are usually in 
order, and that it is very “’rare" 
for these papers to be forged. 

According to JVA President 
Dr. Abdul Fattah Al Keilani. “60 
days is an accepted period of time 
for the minister to take his deci- 
sion." He said that in the case of 
forgery, the doctor in question 
would be subject to the penal 
code and the association's laws. 

The Senate also discussed the 
amendments to the penal code 
approved by the Lower House on 
Jan. 12. under which people con- 


victed of rape, fraud, adultery 
and incest will receive harsher 
punishments. The amendment was 
approved after a debate among 
Senate members over (he verifica- 
tion of sufficient evidence in rape 
and adultery cases. 

Senator Hail Al Serour said 
that the law should take into 
account the reported increase in 
"crimes of honour" in Jordan, in 
which women arc killed by male 
family members without" suffi- 
cient evidence of adultery or re- 
course to law. 

The senators also approved 
modifications to the Temporary 
Zakat (alms for the poor) Law of 
1978 and cancelled the Amend- 
ment Zakat Law of 19X2. as it has 
been incorporated in the earlier 
law. 

In addition the Senate referred 
the Jordan Academy of Arabic 
Draft Law and the Narcotics Law 
to the Legal Committee for furth- 
er studv. 


Hamzeh takes part in London 
international conference on AIDS 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Zaid Hamzeh left for 
London Monday to take part in 
an international conference on 
AIDS (Acquired Immune De- 
ficiency Syndrome). 

The three-day conference aims 
to design a worldwide strategy to 
prevent the spread of AIDS 
through providing health educa- 
tion and reporting new AIDS 
cases to the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO). 

The conference, organised by 
the WHO and the British govern- 
ment, will review the WHO 
health awareness programmes 
and the organisation of an educa- 
tional exhibition on AIDS in 
Jordan. 

Last October, the Health 
Ministry reported the discovery 
of 12 cases of AIDS in Jordan, 
eight of whom were Jordanians. 

And earlier this month, the 


ministry reported the death of a 
Jordanian citizen who had been 
receiving medical treatment for 
the AIE)S in Amman. The death 
of this victim raised to three the 
number of Jordanians to die of 
AIDS in 1987. 

The Health Ministry has 
announced that measures are 
being taken to protect the public 
from the disease, such as screen- 
ing all vaccines and blood plasma 
coming into the Kingdom, testing 
blood before transfusion and in- 
creasing public awareness of the 
disease. 

The three victims who died in 
Jordan were reportedly con- 
tracted the disease through blood 
transfusions abroad. 

Head of the Communicable 
Diseases Department at the 
Ministry of Health Dr. Hani 
Shammout said in an interview 


with the Jordan Times last week 
that there was concern over the 
potential exposure to the virus of 
approximately Tti.OOO Jordanian 
students now living abroad, and 
that nearly 350.IKHT Jordanian ex- 
patriates ’ living in the region 
could also be exposed to Al'DS. 

In addition to 3rtending the 
international conference. Ham- 
zeh will chair a meeting of the 
Executive Bureau of the' Council 
of Arab Health Ministers, during 
which he will expound Jordan's 
new legislation on combating 
AIDS. 

Experts have forecast the num- 
ber of AIDS cases worldwide to 
increase from 150.000. at present 
to 40U.000 in the next 12 months, 
and over a million cases by 1991. 
Since it was diagnosed clinically 
in 1981. the disease has killed a’t 
least 72.000 people in 151 coun- 
tries. 


Dutch adventurers seek closer look at Arab culture 


. . By Sana Atiyeh . 

S pedal to 1 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Their friends in 
Holland bet them that they 
wouldn’t make it to Syria or 
Egypt in their little Citroen. But 
Bob Endert. 25, and Rick Crum. 
21, have already made it to Syria, 
and are on their way to Egypt 
after ending their visit to Jordan. 

The two Dutch economics stu- 
dents and freelance journalists 
have successfully driven their 
small French car through six 
European countries and Syria. 
But, for them, the tough part has 
not even begun: After leaving 
Egypt, they plan to travel 
through Sudan. Chad. Came- 
roun. Nigeria. Niger, Burkina 
Faso, Mali, Algeria and 
Morocco. 

Bob and Rick thought of doing 
this route just over a year ago; and 
after saving up money from work, 
they derided to hit the road. 
Citroen gave them free spare 
parts, but all other expenses 
come from their own pockets. 
They told the Jordan Times that 
they had always wanted to see the 
Middle East since they hear ab- 
out it in the news every day, and 
were curious to experience it for 
themselves. In particular, they 
wanted to experience cultures 
that “are so different from our 
own." 



Dutch adventurers Bob Endert and Rick Crum in Holland before 
beginning their journey. 


“It's very interesting to see that 
the Arabs are so different from 
each other. We always thought 
that all Arabs are basically the 
same — mentality, looks, charac- 
ter and so on. But the Syrians, for 
example, are so different from 
the Jordanians; and the bedouin 
are so different from the city 
people." Bob noted. 

The two young men are 
amazed at Arab hospitality and 
impressed with the “modernisa- 
tion" of Syria and Jordan. “We 
thought that the society was so 
conservative that all the women 
wore veils in this part of the 
world." Bob commented. 

Bob and Rick have their sleep- 
ing bags and tent if they find 
nowhere else to sleep. But. 


according to them, they never 
stay ar hotels. In Syria, for exam- 
ple. they stayed with bedouin and 
enjoyed the experience immense- 
ly: they hope that they can relive 
the experience here with Jorda- . 
nian bedouin in Pena or some- 
where in the desert. They believe 
that getting to know the 
indigenous inhabitants of the 
country brings them closer to the 
culture, and, therefore, helps 
them better understand it. 

After the adventurers end their 
journey in June and return to 
Holland, they plan to exhibit the 
photographs from their travels. 
Bob writes in his diary everyday, 
and both are submitting articles 
about their insights unci adven- 
tures to Dutch newspapers. 


Iraqi leader praises Amman summit 


(Continued from page ]) 

and is involved in a war for 
defending its rights and its land," 
the president said. “Any other 
interpretation of the situation can 
only come from those weak peo- 
ple influenced by illusions.” 
Referring to the situation on 
the war front, he said Iranian 
forces were trying to carry out 
“small anacks here and there, 
just to prove that they exist and 
they are determined to fight.” 
He said it was known that 
some Kurds were cooperating 
with the Iranians in the north but 
the majority of them are loyal to 
Iraq and its people and many of 
them are fighting alongside the 
Iraqi army." 

"In general, the Iraqi side at 
the front is stronger than at any 
time in the past and the Iraqis are 
determined to defend their home- 
land,” the president said. “The 
on-going battles here and there 
continue to expose the lies and 
the fabrications of the Iranian 
enemy," he said. 

lraq-Jordan relations 

The Iraqi leader described his 
country’s relations with Jordan, 
as “strong, excellent and 
brotherly.” 


“Even if the two sides differ on 
some points they frankly express 
their views and strive’ to put 
things right through close coop- 
eration.'^ the president said. 

On Iraq's relations with the 
countries of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC). the presi- 
dent said the Iraqis “are quite 
satisfied with these relations and 
realise that there is a growing 
enmity in these states towards 
Iran. 


“What the leaders of the Gulf 
stales say is that the Iranians 
constitute a danger to all Arabs, 
and for this reason they support 
Iraq." 

Hussein said the concept of 
joinl national stand wirhin the 
Arab World “has not yet mater- 
ialised" and that he was looking 
forward to the day "when all 
Arabs will rush to the aid of one 
another in the event of any exter- 
nal danger on any one of them." 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources 

invites all concerned to attend a seminar entitled: “The 
Future of Electric Power and Solar Energy 
Production” by Professor I. Bohn 

Today, Tuesday, Jan. 26, 1988 at 5 p.m. at the Jordan 
Electricity Authority. 

The Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 
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Arabs of Palestine, unite 


THE decision of Abdul Wahab Darawsheh, the Israeli 
Arab member of the Knesset, to quit the Labour Party 
and form an independent Arab party is among the most 
far-reaching results of the Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Darawsheh has attributed his 
decision to quit the ranks of the Labour Party to the 
shameful way the party has handled the uprising. 
Obviously, he had in mind, most of all, the Israeli defence 
minister, Yitzhak Rabin, whose iron-fist policy in the 
occupied Arab territories drew harsh criticism from the 
four corners of the world, including the Israeli Peace Now 
movement. 

What is outstanding about such a bold step by 
Darawsheh, and through him the Palestinians of Galilee, 
is that it purports to seek a stronger political voice for the 
Arabs of Israel, and to make them a political force to 
reckon with. It is a well known fact that there are over 
350,000 Arab voters in Israel, whose electoral power is 
scattered throughout the Israeli political spectrum. They 
lack cohesion and effectiveness, and often are taken for 
granted, or, worse, for a ride, by Israeli political parties. 
When the Arabs of Israel have access to an independent 
political party, such a party will surely have a key place 
in any coalition government in Israel. It will have the 
power to make or break many Israeli governments, as 
Israeli splinter parties have done for years. At face value, 
an independent Arab political party may weaken the 
Labour Party, which draws considerable political sup- 
port from Arab voters. On balance, however, an inde- 
pendent Arab party can strengthen the forces within 
Israelis that are genuinely committed to ending the 
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and to 
striking an honourable and durable peace with the 
Arabs. An independent Arab party also would keep close 
watch on the Labour Party, which is ostensibly commit- 
ted to the international peace conference* idea, yet 
behaves in a manner repugnant to the spirit of such a 
conference. The Labour Party is also beset by many 
internal quarrels, with the forces of Rabin trying to 
outflank the supporters of the deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister, Shimon Peres. The decision to form an 
independent Arab political party in Israel has much 
merit, particularly in an era when Palestinians need to 
have greater impact upon domestic politics in Israel. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AlRa’i: League calls on U.N. 


THE Arab League council has ended a two-day discussion of the 
uprising in the occupied Arab territories and Israel's repressive 
measures against the Arab people. The council's main result was in 
the form of a call ou the U.N. Security Council to shoulder its 
responsibility towards the situation in the Arab land and also Israel's 
defiance of the will of the international community and the 
international principles and laws. The Arab uprising which has swept 
all of occupied Palestine opened up a new chance foT the internation- 
al community to see the truth and the facts about the situation in the 
Israeli-held Arab land. The uprising and Israel's response reminded 
the world of South Africa’s rulers and their treatment of the black 
population under their rule. The U.N. Security Council which has 
condemned Israel's practices should now take sanctions against the 
Jewish state and force it to succumb to the will of the international 
community, not to leave its resolutions unimplemented and no more 
than ink and paper. The Arab League which met at foreign minister 
level has decided to form a committee to follow up with the Security 
Council the question of imposing sanctions and implementing U.N. 
resolutions. The Arabs' long experience with Israel has shown that 
the Jewish state will go ou violating international principles as long as 
it continues to receive backing from certain powers and escape 
Security Council sanctions. 


A1 Dustour: League forms committee 


THE Arab League council has formed a committee to work out a 
pan-Arab strategy aimed at implementing resolutions related to the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. This was a pan- Arab decision designed to help 
regain Arab rights and support the Palestinian people’s uprising. The 
Arab League council which also condemned Israel’s measures against 
the Arab people reflected the feelings of all Arab masses every- 
where. But it should be said that all appeals to the U.N. Security 
Council and all condemnations of Israel’s practices will do the Arabs 
nothing unless they are backed by action and practical, concrete steps 
that can really support the Arab people under Israel’s rale and 
alleviate their sufferings. We look to the Arab League and the 
committee's future moves with hope, and we look forward to 
practical action on the pan of the U.N. Security Council for the 
implementation of its resolutions. The current uprising should be 
given all the support and backing, and the Arabs now have all the 
opportunities for following up measures and intensifying contacts at 
all levels to see an end to the sufferings of the Arab people. 


SawtAl Shaab: Jordan rallies support for 
uprising 


consultations with Arab and foreign countries to put an end to 
Israel’s repressive measures and provide help to the Arab people of 
Palestine. Jordan which is keen on rallying all possible support for 
die Arab people under Israel’s rule is striving to enable the Arab 
Nation, the international community and all peace loving people of 
the world to put an end to Israel's intransigence and its rejection of 
peace. Jordan’s efforts are now focusing on convening the proposed 
international conference that would bring about real peace. For this 
reason, Jordan has been prompt in expressing support for the Soviet 
proposal, calling for a Security Council meeting to prepare for the 
conference. Jordan's speech delivered at the Arab League meeting 
also underlines this country's keenness on the attainment of peace 
and bringing justice to the occupied land. 


Uprising sparks thaw in Amal-Palestinian ties 


By Sarnia Nakhoul their political differences,’ said 

Reuter one analyst. 

“For once they realised mat 
BEIRUT — Lebanon’s bitter they both were losers in a war 
“camps war," in which 2,500 peo- which has drained their military 


minister, told reporters on Jan. Relations between Shi'ites and Before Israels 1982 invasion of 
23: “A new history has started Palestinians had been strained Lebanon, which was acneo at 
between Amai and the Pales ti- since 1976 when Palestine Libera- crashing the Pategimans trumary 
mans. Even if the Palestinians tion Organisation (FLO) fighters power, the fighters foocit fierce 
want to fight us, we will not fight used Shi'ite villages in South battles with Amai in a duster or 
them. The war is over. The past is Lebanon to attack Israel, trigger- southern villages. a 
over." ing Israeli retaliation. Amai later laid siege to the 


pie were killed in battles between capabilities. 


the country's two most powerful Another analyst cautioned. 


factions, finally ended on Jan. 24 however, that the euphoria might 
as a result of the anti-Israeli not last "Only time will tell 


them. The waris over. The past is 
over.” 


uprising in the occupied tern- whether the understanding can 


tones. 

“The Shi’ite-Palestinian war 


survive,” he said. 

A Palestinian source told Reu- 


Amal later laid siege to the 
camps, saying that most of the 
fighters forced to leave Lebanon 
by the Israelis had returned- 


both iht setdsneim 

and ncarbv Shi ite *tu* Since 
last April. Amd had t namtaroed 
a partial siege, a&mng wo me n 
indduldrcn lew far food and 

methane. 

Although officwkofboAwkt 
announced an end to the war, it 
has left deep raychotogttJ a ad 
physcal «■*. ' 


has ended forever,” declared ters: “Israel has been a common 
Nabih Beni, leader of the Shi’ite enemy for both of us. We share 


Muslim Amai militia which had the same fate and ordeal. It has 
fought for three years to curb the bombed, killed and displaced 
mili tary power of Palestinian Palestinians as well as Shi’ites 


military power of Palestinian 
fighters. 

Bearded Amai fighters in olive- 


without discrimination.” 

He said the thaw in relations 


green fatigues reopened the last was aimed at"unifying ranks and 
Palestinian camp on Jan. 24. directing their guns at Israel in- 


N 

i 

W V: * 


Analysts sad the opportunities "The shcJfiog, Cno crxc, 

r ft.* Pale s t inians «o reassert bloodshed and 




They packed their belongings and stead of each other.” 


moved away from Rashidiyeh Bern announced on January 16 


□ear the southern town of Tyre, that he would lift Amal’s siege of 
as they had left two besieged the three camps in honour of 


Beirut camps a week earlier. Palestinian demonstrators in the 


“The uprising in the West occupied territories, where Israeli 
Bank and Gaza Strip has unified troops have killed at leasi 39 


the two sides. Their national people since December 9. 



> Ltoao00> s — --==£? 
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for the Palestinians to reassert 
their strength would be limited as 
Syrian troops had moved into the 
former Amai positions around 
the Beirut camps and Lebanese 
police would go to Rashidiyeh. 

Syria, the main power-broker 
in Lebanon and Ainal's backer, 
had urged reconciliation between 
the two sides to unify their ranks 
before Lebanon's presidential 


be wiped out overnight ■ 71* hi ! 
confidence needs time to bettj* 
wired.” said I'm Mohammad, Wht. 
a mother of five, at het.dfci^* 
dark one-room duck at RNhJ*? 
diyeb. • . 

"We’re tired and we* of**-. ; 
We had had enough of suflcrafc. * 


We want to live m peace... 
just can't five on the had memo** 


election in August. 

Witnesses at Rashidiyeh, home 
for about 17.000 Palestinians, 
said about 20G cheering men. 
women and children ventured out 
after die Amai fighters left and 
ended their isolation. 

The “camps war” shattered 


St. Kahil 




(Arab) feelings have overcome Bern, also Lebanon’s justice 


ks." Mkl Abu Khaki. 

The walls of h» home were 
plastered with picture* of two ' 
sons killed in the war. A third, 
crippled by a shell, sal beside 
him. 

“Hatred and bitterness, will noi 
lead us to peace,” he ■~ud 


Israel battling to restore tarnished image 


By Roth Sinai 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Israel is bat- 
tling to protect its public image in 
the United States, pitting articu- 
late envoys against nightly televi- 
sion pictures of bullets and tear 
gas in Israeli-occupied territories. 

For the past set weeks, the 
major television networks have 


recently been drawing compari- 
sons between Israel’s suppression 
of the 1.4 milli on Palestinians 
under its occupation and the seg- 
regationist policies of South 
Africa. 

ABC television devoted a five- 
minute segment of its prime-time 
nightly news show to a point-by- 
point comparison between the 


devoted extensive daily coverage 
to the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 


restrictions imposed by South 
Africa on its black majority and 


where Israeli troops quelling vio- 
lent protests have shot and killed 
38 Palestinians. 

The dashes — said to be the 


worst since Israel occupied the 
Arab territories in the 1967 


Mideast war — could erode sup- 
port for the Jewish state among 
some 6 million American Jews 
and tarnish Israel’s image in the 
United States as an “underdog 
nation surrounded by Arab 
foes.” 

Some U.S. news media have 


by Israel on the Palestinian 
minority. 

“The Israelis and the South 
African government do have one 
thing undeniably in common: 
They both rule over large popula- 
tions which have inferior status,” 
said anchorman Peter Jennings in 
his introduction. 

The piece drew a rebuke from 
the Israeli foreign ministry and 
from Israel's ambassador in 
Washington, Moshe Arad. 

Some newspapers also have 
drawn parallels between Israeli 


The Gulf: Rules 


may not change, but 


interpretations do 


By Richard Pyle 

The Associated Press 


part of the waterway and the 
Strait of Hormuz, gateway to the 


MANAMA, Bahrain — By clar- 
ifying its navy’s "rules of engage- 
ment” in the war-torn Gulf, 
France has served notice that 
Iran's gunboats may no longer 
attack neutral shipping with im- 
punity. 

France's naval commander in 
the Indian Ocean region, which 
includes the Gulf, told reporters 
this week that French warships 
attempting to offer “humanita- 
rian assistance” to unarmed neut- 
ral vessels uuder attack might fixe 
on attackers if the warships came 
within range of their guns. 

While diplomatic sources said 
this represented no change in the 


Strait of Hormuz, gateway to the 
Gulf. 

The French sources said 
Labouerie also was misquoted as 


Laoouene also was misquoted as 
urging other navies deployed in- 
the Gulf — the United States, 


guidelines, it showed what every 
Gulf naval officer knows — that 


Gulf naval officer knows — that 
rules governing operations are 
subject to on-the-spot interpreta- 
tion, according to circumstances. 

Confusion over the rules of 
engagement appears inherent in 
the efforts by the U.S., French 
and other Western navies in the 
Gulf to sail a delicate line be- 
tween protecting ships and be- 
coming involved in hostilities 
themselves. 

Rear Adm. Guy Labouerie 
said France would not try to 
provoke the Iranians, but in 
answering distress calls, “there 
are some consequences of the 
Iran-Iraq war that we will not 
accept at sea." 


French diplomatic sources ex- 
pressed exasperation that 
Labouerie’s remarks were taken 


to mean that France was adopting 
a get-tough approach toward Iran' 
and asking others to do the same. 

“Nothing has changed,” said 
one informed French source who 
spoke ou condition of anonymity. 
‘The policy has been in effect for 
the past six months and it remains 
the same.” 

He said: “We are speaking 
about it now because of what 
happened last weekend.” 

In that incident, the French 
destroyer Dupleix went to the aid 
of a Liberian-flag tanker under 
attack by Iranian gunboats. 

It warned them it would shoot 
if they did not break off and the 
Iranians withdrew, the French 
said. 

One French source said the 
Dupleix was attempting to aid a 
ship in trouble, as required by 
maritime law. 

“The difference is that when 


Britain, Italy, The Netherlands 
and Belgium — to adopt the same 
policy. 

“That is not what he said,” one 
official complained. “The admir- 
al was not saying others should 
shoot, but only that they should 
fulfill their obligations under in- 
ternational rules to help ships in 
distress." 

To some extent, the rules of 
engagement are kept deliberately 
vague. 

“You need a certain amount of 
flexibility. You don’t want to be 
so specific that you box yourself* 
in,” said one U.S. officer, asking 
not to be named. 

Last month, after British "heli- 
copters helped rescue crewmen 
from two non-British tankers set 
on fire by the Iranians, Britain’s 
Defence Ministry denied that the 
Royal Navy bad changed its rules 
of engagement. 

The French statements trig- 
gered interest in Washington, 
where White House spokesman I 
Marlin Fitzwater was asked how I 
the United States would respond 
to French urging that U.S. 
warships should also fire on Ira- 
nian attackers. 

Etzwater said he knew of no 
such “request” and added that 
the U.S. navy’s rules of engage- 
ment had not changed. 

Under the American guide- 
lines; which are very similar to 
France’s, U.S. warships may pro- 
tect only vessels flying the Amer- 
ican flags, and defend them as 
well as themselves if they believe 


they are in danger. 
In the only report© 


we go to aid a ship, we have 
guns,” he said. “And if we come 


guns," he said. “And if we come 
within range of the others’ guns, 
we might shoot.” 

Diplomatic observers said the 
French action was probably also 
motivated by a recent increase In 
Iranian attacks and interceptions 
of foreign ships in the southern 


In the only reported instance of 
this policy being carried out, the 
"attacker" tinned out to be an 
innocent fishing boat and ode of 
its crewmen was killed. 

While U.S. warships are under 
orders not to intervene in attacks 
on foreign-flag vessels, they re- 
spond to requests for “humanita- 
rian assistance” from any ship in 
distress. 

U.S. officials refuse to discuss 
what might happen if a U.S. 
warship responded to a Mayday 
call and found itself in a con- 
frontation with the attackers. 

Rear Adm. Harold Bemsen, 
commandeT of the Gulf-based 
Middle East force, has answered 
the question simply by saying 
the situation has not come up. 

Other officers, speaking pri- 
vately, point out that any U.S. 
ship commander who believes his 
vessel to be in harm's way is not 
only permitted, but obligated, to 
defend himself. 


and South African tactics. 

In an effort to contain damage 
to Israel’s image, Arad flew to 
New York this week for a round 
of meetings with major television 
network executives and journal- 
ists. 

"I told them that by airing the 
(ABC) piece, they gave credence 
to the attempt by our Arab adver- 
saries to portray us as a pariah 
state,” Arad said in an interview. 

In addition, the director-gener- 
al of Israel’s foreign ministiy, Yos- 
si BeiUn, flew to Washington and 
New York for meetings with 
senior news media representa- 
tives, as well as American Jewish 
leaders. 

“There is nothing less fair than 
comparing Israel with South Afri- 
ca. Israel is an open democracy, 
the only one in the Middle East,” 
he told reporters. 

Beilin also met with 10 Israeli 
consuls stationed around the 
Unfed States to boost morale 


and discuss public relations tac- 
tics. 

Israel’s U.N. ambassador, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, went on 
television to express his frustra- 
tion. “I think that the American 
media has covered Israel and the 
situation there a little like the way 
the Soviet media has covered 
America,” he said. 

“They show a picture of a few 
homeless people on a sidewalk 
and they say, ‘this is America * . 
What you’re seeing is the tail-end 
of the story. You’re not seeing 
the full story.” 

But the Israeli protestations 
appear to have had little effect. 

“There's not much they can 
say. It's not a matter of public 
relations, it’s a matter of an un- 
tenable reality,” said Joyce Starr, 
head of the Near East program- 
me at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, a Washing- 
ton Research and study group. 

Starr, who has just returned 


from a visit to Israel, said Israelis 
should be concerned “not about 
how it looks, but what it’s doing 
to their society and bow it’s 
affecting their friends abroad.” 

Americans have had high ex- 
pectations of Israel, partly be- 
cause Israel has set such high 
moral standards for itself. “Let us 
be a light onto the nation.” said 
Israel’s first prime minister David 
Ben-Gurion, borrowing from the 
Bible. 

“But bow can you say you're a 
light unto anyone when your sons 
are shooting and clubbing 
(Palestinians) refugees?” said 
StarT. 

Marvin Kalb, director of the 
press and po&tics centre at Har- 
vard, said Americans view Israel 
as “the Western-style democracy 
it is. and expea the same stan- 


cnemies' 

Kalb, formerly a television net- 
work correspondent, also said the 
effect of television images "has a 
resonances above and beyond the 
picture and the event them- 
selves.” 


Israeli representatives are frus- 
trated by this impart. “How do 
you fight those pictures? Even 
the best information campaign is 
no match.” said Israeli embassy 
spokesman Yossi Gal- 
Watching the nightly TV foot- 
age, one would think the IsTaeii- 
Palestinian problem began on 
December S. he said. 


dards they would from their own 
country. That's not fair. The Un- 


country. That’s not fair. The Un- 
ited States is a mighty, secure 
power. Israel is surrounded by 


Adds ambassador Arad: “The 
focus on the violence u obsessive 
because it makes better footage. 
You don't see anything about the 
fact that Israel is trying to prevent 
the Lebanonrsatiou of Gaza or to 
fight the Islamic fundamentalism 
in the West Bank. AH you se arc 
bullets, stones and firebombs." 


Volunteers nourish Gaza’s spirit for resistance 


By Ian Murray 


JAB ALIY AH CAMP, Gaza — 
The “smugglers" are keeping the 
camp going. One of their ways 
climbs over a cactus hedge, pas- 
ses through a hollow where the 
tear gas always hangs, and ends 
with a panting run across the sand 
to an alley before the next Israeli 
patrol goes by. 

Jabaliyah has been under cur- 
few for a week now. The food in 
the shops has run out. The U.N. 
emergency rations only supply 
the children. But life is going on 
and the spirit of resistance seems 
to be growing daily as the well 
organised “smugglers” bring in 
the food. 

With one of the “smugglers” as 
a guide I slipped into the camp 
through the Israeli security cor- 
don, which has been put up to try 
to seal the camp off from the 
outside world since January 13. 
Inside I was able to talk to some 
of the residents. 

“Saed” has a photograph of his 
two-year -old son on the wall of 
his camp house. It is framed with 
Palestinian flags. His father fled 
to the camp from Barbara, a 
village near Ashkelon, in 1948. 
“He sometimes goes back there 
to ay,” says Saed. 

He does not believe he will 
leave the camp even if there is an 
independent Palestine. “We 
struggle for freedom, not for a 
house,” he says. 


For the past week he has not 
changed his clothes. “There is no 
point. We stay indoors reading 
books and listening to the news. 
If anyone just looks outside the 
soldiers can come and bear him. 
If anyone goes in . the street they 
catch them. I saw them take a 
six-year-old then beat him to 
make him tell where his father 
was. His father was dead but still 
they beat him. 

“Each day the curfew lifts for 
an hour ana then the volunteer 


teens who help smuggle in the 
food and organise its mstribution. 


“The people have decided to 
go on wnh the resistance despite 
the many pressures by the sol- 
'diers on them,” he says. There is 


trudge back to the camp. 

It all goes on with in a hundred 
yards of an Israeli Army check- 
point on the road. Sometimes the 
troops seize and destroy the food, 
usually they do hot and the 
women walk' back unmolested 
with their "shopping." 

The curfews do mir succeed in 
sealing the camps, but they are 
succeeding in building a commun- 
ity spirit. 

In El Bureij a 14-year-old boy 
recovering from a beating he said 
he had received from a soldier 
two days earlier summed it up. 
“A hit on the back which docs 
not break it strengthens it." he 
said proudly. 

There are many bow kke him 
at Shifah hospital in Gaza, which 
is now reserved .solely for casual- 
ties of the uprising. 


very good cooperation and help 
to get food. The people in the 


camp, especially the young peo- 
ple, have established loyalty com- 
mittees who bring in food secretly 
from outside. 


committee comes, bringing bread 
and milk for the children. They 


“The young people are orga- 
nised to fight the soldiers if neces- 


ask for no money. 

“Until we are an independent 
state we can continue like this, 
eating the bark of the trees if we 


have to. We are a simple people 
and can live simple lives, we 


and can live ample lives, we 
don’t need much. There is very 
good cooperation now and those 
with food and money are sharing 
it." 

“Marianne” says she is worried 
about her two-year-old son. “He 
wants to go out into the fresh air. 
One day. he got out and a soldier 
caught him and hit him and blood 
came from his nose." 

She has bread and sweet tea for 
her family’s breakfast. For luneb 
she tries to get tomatoes and 
potatoes to boil for a stew. 
When it rains she collects water in 
case the mains are cut off. “It is 
hard but we must struggle for our 
country,” sbe says. 

“Nabir" is one of the volun- 


sary. If the soldiers are in a house 
beating women or children (hen 
someone will call out ‘Allah 
Akbar* (God ts great) and the 
young people come and throw 
strones ana start a demonstration 
to distract the soldiers’ atten- 
tion,” 

The loyalty committee mem- 
bers slip out of camp along the 
secret paths to arrange for food 
donations. “Nabir” says it is 
given freely by people who want 
to show their support for those m 
the camps. 

Where the old railway lines 
slashes across the main north- 
south road near El Bureij and 
Nuscirat camps, the food dona- 
tions are dropped off. It is a 
quick, slick and noisy operation. 

A van or car slides to a halt and 
pitta bread m plastic bags, pota- 
toes, tomatoes, and other veget- 
ables are thrown our. Women 
come running to collect the food, 
cram it into shopping bags and 


A 10- year-old boy sils up in 
bed grim-faced with a bullet hole 
in ms chest, remembering the 
playmate who died by his side last* 
week. A 14-year-old shows the 
hole where what he was told was 
a dum-dum bullet tore into his leg 
a fortnight ago. 

She says "their pictures have 
lots of black. They draw barbed 
wire. One four-year-old drew 
barbed wire and a pair of scissors. 
He said they were to try to cut his 
father out of prison. 

“I am educating these little 
cmes and sending them out on to 
the street and then on to prison."* 
— The Times. 



MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahi'yyah Girls Schooi 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:50 
p.m. 

6:30- Midnight 

Tel . 638966 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 11W -15-30 
18:00 -23 JO 


WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m . - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Cirde 
opposite AkHah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 




PEOPLE mo A IEEV 


MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 


CALL US! 



tiE lectrolux 


CROWN 
international 
establishment 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents aff ew the mrU 
Tel: 664090.660852 
Tlx: 32205 HESMCO JO 
Pn. Box 9264 S 7 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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India bracing for the tourist boom 
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Kerala’s bc&ufffid coastline — pairing «qi ^ «fwj 


United News of India 

THE mystique of the Orient has 
bounced back. India is once a g a m 
a coveted destination on the 
itinerary of the international 
tourists. By present reckoning the 
coming years will see a tourist 
boom in India. 

Statistically, though, India at 
present has a very s mall slice of 
the total tourist cake — just 
about 0 J per cent. But the sms of 
the cake is getting bigger, and so 
is India's share of it. Not only 
that. India is also having a bit of 
icing on the cake. Duration-wise, 
tourists coming to India have 
perhaps the longest stay com- 
pared to any other country in the 
world. On an average a tourist 
spends 28 days in India, a flatter- 
ing tribute to the many splen- 
doured thing that In dia is. 

India has the unique distinction 
of combining a remarkable his- 
torical and cultural heritage with 
marvellous scenic spots ranging 
from the majestic Himalayan 
peaks to a coastline - of 3,000 
kilometres dotted with some of 


the finest beaches in the world. 

The sculptural spectacle of the 
sun temple at Konark, the 
ethereal beauty of the Taj; the 
awe-inspiring frescoes of Ajanta 
and Ellora, the finely crafted 
marvels of Khajuraho, the rock 
temple of Thanjivur, the forts 
and palaces of Rajasthan — these 
are only some of the names which 
have attracted tourists from all 
over the world in the recent past. 

Add to it'the numerous game 
sanctuaries and national parks, 
the new destinations highlighting 
lesser-known cultural and histor- 
ical centres as well as adventure- 
related excursions and breath- 
taking variety of India's customs 
and rituals, languages and folk 
arts, handicrafts and artefacts — 
and one is left admiring the 
“glory that is Ind.** 

■ In a silent way, Indian tourism 
is going through a sea-change. 
Hitherto the most popular tourist 
circuit in India has been what is 
known as, the Golden Triangle 
Le. Delhi, Agra and Jaipur. No 
doubt “Taj" is unparalleled for 
its romance and beauty bat India 


is more than just ’Taj Mahal." 

Some of the areas which earlier 
did not get foreigo tourists be- 
cause of absence of infrastructure 
have now been provided with 
basic infrastructure and are in- 
creasingly becoming popular 
with tourists from overseas. A 
case in point is the Buddhist 
circuit in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
which is attracting a number of 
tourists from Japan, Thailand and 
Sir T jmlca. 

On this circuit are located 
places like Kushinagar, Pfparwa- 
ha, Saraswathi, Rajgir, Nalanda 
Gaya — places associated with 
the life of Buddha. 

Another upcoming stretch is 
the picturesque state of Orissa 
which conld not exploit its touris- 
tic potential because of inadequ- 
ate infrastructure. Work on ex- 
pansion and strengthening of 
Bhubaneshwar airport is under 
way and by 1989 toe air port will 
be able to handle charters and 
wide-bodied aircraft. Once that 
comes through the beaches and 
mon ume nts of Orissa would be 
within easy reach of foreign tour- 
ists. 

Similarly, on the adventure- 
tourist front a number of initia- 
tives taken recently have started 
yielding results in the form of 
increasing influx of tourists. 

After Ganga, river rafting has 
been introduced in Testa which 
flows through Sikkim and north 
Bengal. Plans are under way to 
introduce water sports in 
Brahmaputra and Chambal rivers 
as well. Ghilka lake in Orissa and 
Salal lake in Jammu and Kashmir 
— another two water bodies are 
attracting attention. A water 
sports institute is coming op in 
Goa and its commissioning is 
expected to give a boost to water 
sports throughout the country. 

Hell-skiing 

The year 1988 will see the 
debut of heli-skiing in India. 



Women in Mundn Veshti — the traditional dress of Kerala, southern Indian state 


Decks have been cleared for in- 
troduction of heli-skiing in Gul- 
in arg (Jammu and Kashmir 
state). Manali in Himachal 
Pradesh state and Uttar Kashi in 
Uttar Pradesh state are other two 
areas which are being considered 
for introduction of winter sports. 

Earlier in 1980-81 when a num- 
ber of hotel projects were cleared 
for Delhi, detractors of the move 
were legion who thought that 
Delhi will have a glut of hotels 
and that there would be no takers 
for so many hotel rooms. They 
have been resoundingly proved 
wrong for today hotels are doing 
well in Delhi. Similar is the occu- 
pancy situation in respect of 
hotels in Agra, Jaipur, Calcutta 
and Bombay. 

To cope with the increasing 
tourist traffic the country would 
need another 25,000 to 30,000 
rooms by the next decade. As 
many as 13,000 hotel rooms are in 


the pipeline. But that still leaves a 
deficit of 12,000 to 15.000 rooms. 
A number of incentives have 
been offered to entrepreneurs to 
invest in hotel-building. As many 
as 30 cities have been identified 
as places with growth potential 
where hotel accommodation 
needs to be augmented. 

A number of state govern- 
ments have declared tourism (in- 
cluding hotels) as an industry and 
offered various facilities and in- 
centives for tourism-related pro- 
jects. While planning additional 
hotel accommodation the re- 
quirements of budget-tourists, 
both domestic as well as foreign, 
are being kept in view. Addition- 
al incentives are being offered to 
entrepreneurs going in for budget 
accommodation . 

While planning these projects 
and constructions, due care is 
being taken of the environmental 


fall-out. Certain guidelines have 
been laid down in respect of 
constructions along the sea-shore 
which put restrictions on distance 
from high-tide line as well as 
height of the structure. Similarly, 
tourism infrastructure in the 
Andamans islands and Lak- 
shdweep islands is being planned 
in strict conformity with the re- 
quirements of ecology and en- 
vironment. 

Thus while there is realisation, 
in full measure, of the importance 
of tourism as an instrument of 
economic and social transforma- 
tion. the need for harmonising 
the requirements of infrastruc- 
ture with those of environment is 
not being lost sight of. Given the 
pace of development of infras- 
tructure and growing popularity 
of India as tourist destination the 
nineties decade seems all set to be 
a “Destination — India" decade. 


Space workers struggling two 
years after Challenger disaster 


By Matt Spetalnick 

Reuter 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
— Two years after the 
Challenger exploded in a'firet 
officials at the Kennedy Space 
Centre are still picking up tbe.- 
pieces of America’s shuttle prog- 
ramme. 

But officials in Washington say 
President Reagan plans to prop- 
ose reviving the U.S. space prog- 
ramme with a mission to Mars, 
the creation of a moon base and 
joint U.S. -Soviet space explora- 
tion. 

This week marks the second 
anniversary of the worst known 
disaster in the history of manned 
t, an explosion that 
Challenger 73 seconds 
after lift-off on January 28, 1986 
and killed all seven astronauts 
aboard. 

Two years later, the shuttle 
fleet is still grounded, managers 
complain they lack workers to 
meet the new launch schedule, 
key administrators have been 
fired or demoted and experts 
criticise the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) approach to safety. 

Administration sources expect 
Reagan to ask Congress to sup- 
port an ambitious new policy to 
reestablish America as the leader 
in space exploration. 

They say Reagan, who leaves . 
office one year from now, plans 


to answer critics who accuse him 
of indecision in reviving and 
recharting U.S. goals in space. 

- NASA officials say the presi- 
dent hopes to propose a joint 
U.S.-Soviet, mission, .when. he. 
visit* Moscow &is SpBUg,*. ■: i:. 

<-At; the space .-centre,’ officials, 
contend that morale has bounced 
back but space centre workers 
privately say that morale took 
another dive this month when 
NASA announced another delay 
in the resumption of shuttle 
flights until mid-July or August. 

It was the latest m a series of 
postponement and some NASA 
managers believe the launch may 
not take place before the third 
anniversary of the Challenger dis- 
aster. 

NASA officials say the fre- 
quent delays have been most frus- 
trating for die astronauts, a num- 
ber of whom have quit 

It’s a lot more fun flying than 
sitting behind a desk, said 
Robert Crippen, wbopfloted the 
-first shuttle flight “The amount 
of time it’s taking is depressing." 

Yet Kennedy Space Centre is 
bustling with activity as workers 
gear up fora series of pre-launch 
tests. 

All 2,200 workers laid off in foe 
aftermath of the Challenger 
tragedy have been recalled and 
crews are working rotm^ the 
clock to prepare the shuttle Dis- 
covery for liftoff. 

The space centre’s managers 


participated in the decision — 
later branded as “flawed” by a 
presidential commission — that 
sent the Challenger on its flight to 
disaster. Investigators blamed the 
accident on a faulty booster rock- 
et joint.. • i . i.o 

“Absolutely nbthing^will erase 
this from our memories,” said 
Charles Gay, director of shuttle 
operations. 

In its final report in June 1986, 
the Challenger commission con- 
cluded that quality control at the 
space centre had eroded to the 
point of ineffectiveness. 

In an effort to restore public 
confidence, NASA officials have 
taken dramatic steps to improve 
shuttle safety. 

New Director Forrest McCart- 
a retired air force general, 
1 the retraining of all space 
centre workers. Some 100,000 
pages of technical procedures de- 
tailing everything from changing 
lightbulbs to refurbishing the 
shuttle's engines were rewritten. 

But serious problems still re- 
main. There is a severe shortage 
of quality control engineers and 
space centre officials say they will 
be u nab le to meet this year’s 
schedule of three shuttle flights 
unless a NASA hiring freeze is 
lifted. 

Managers complain that the 
agency’s new emphasis on safety 
has buried them beneath an ava- 
lanche of paperwork. 


Soviet space programme surges ahead 


- . By Robin Lodge 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — In the past two 
years, the Soviet space program- 
me has surged past that of the 
United States, with endurance 
records, tests of its own reusable 
spacecraft and plans for a man- 
ned flight to Mars by the turn of the 
century. 

As U.S. scientists struggle to 
resume shuttle flights, brought to 
an abrupt halt by the Challenger 
disaster two years ago, Soviet 
plans for the current year include 
unmanned probes to rbobos, one 
of Mars’ two small moons. 

Tbe Soviet Union will also add 
extensions to its permanently 
manned orbiting space station 
Mir, where the current crew, 
commander Vladimir Titov and 
flight engineer Musa Manarov, 
are completing tbe first month of 
a year-long mission. 

A senior Soviet space official, 
Vyacheslav Balebanov, said ear- 
lier this month that the extensions 
would give the cosmonauts more 
room to work in. 

Mir has six docking ports, one 
of which is occupied by the mod- 
ule Kvant, launched last year 
with facili ties for astrophyrical 
research. 

Balebanov, deputy director of 
theSpaceResearch Institute, said 
the Soviet Union was now cap- 
able of installing even the 
heaviest scientific appara t us in 
space, using its new powerful 
booster rocket Energia. 


Apart from the benefits of 
space experiments and research, 
Mir has enabled Moscow to test 
man's ability to .cope with long 
periods of weightlessness. 

Cosmonaut Yuri Romanenko, 
tbe previous space station com- 
mander who returned to earth 
last month after a record 326 days 
in space, told journalists he had 
little difficulty readjusting to 




in order to imitate terrestrial load 
through centrifugal force, gravi- 
tating the cosmonaut to the floor. 

The Mars programme gets 
under way in July, when two 
unmanned spacecraft will be 
launched to Phobos. These will 
be followed by a series of farther 
probes in tbe 1990s to test die 
surface and atmosphered of Mars 
in preparation for a human 


fy muscles were strong 
enough to support me... I went 
. for a run the day after my return 
to earth," said Romanenko, 43, 
who grew taller by one cm during 
his mission. 

He and crew-mate Alexander 
Alexandrov had kept fit through 
a rigorous exercise programme, 
with daily workouts on an exer- 
rise tricycle and jogging machine. 

Hans are under consideration 
to send a doctor to the space 
station to monitor the progress of 
the ament crew towards the end 
of their mission. 

Soviet space officials say tbe 
a n ient long missions have the 
practical purpose of finding out 
how cosmonauts would cope with 
a 30-month flight to Maxs. 

V ladimir Shatalov, director of 
the Soviet Cosmonaut Training 
Programme, said studies were 
under way on the need to create 
artificial gravity conditions in one 
section of the spacecraft to pre- 
cosmonauts ! for. a.. Mars 


ig. 

This would be achieved by 
rotating the section at high speed, 


The Challenger disaster, in 
which seven U.S. astronauts lost 
their lives when their shuttle blew 
op seconds after take-off. has 
enabled the Soviet Union to catch 
up in reusable spacecraft re- 
search. 

While the launch of the new 
U.S. shuttle Discovery has been 
it back until August, tests on a 
shuttle, similar in design to 
the U.S. version, have got under 
way. 

Alexei Leonov, deputy head of 
Soviet Cosmonaut Training Prog- 
ramme told the East German 
news agency ADN earlier tins 
month that “horizontal flights" of 
tbe new craft had been started 
and were showing good results. 

These were understood to 
mean so-called piggy-back flights 
with tbe shuttle fixed to tbe top of 
a conventional aircraft. 

Leonov said an unmanned ver- 
sion of the shuttle would be'com- 
pleted later this year, after which 
tests would start with a crew. It 
was not dear whether the first 
shuttle space launch would be 



Challenger arcs skyward in a seemingly normal Dft-off just seconds before the January 1986 disaster 
(file photo) 


manned or unmann ed. 

An experiment last month, 
when Soviet tesLpiloLAnatoly 
Levchenko was put immediately 
behind the controls of a conven- 
tional plane on touchdown after a 
week aboard Mir, was linked by 
space analysts to the Soviet shut- 
tle p rogr am me . 

Bat Soviet officials have de- 
clined to say whether there are 


plans to make Levchenko the first 
Soviet shuttle pilot 

Despite tbe latest advances, 
ordinary Soviet citizens appeared 
to donbt that tbe United States 
would be out of the race for long. 

“They’ll catch up, probably in 
about five years. We’re ahead 
now, then it will be their turn for 
a bit.” was bow one middle-aged 
Muscovite put it 


“They have better technology, 
but our scientific skills are no 
worse, and sometimes we manage 
to do firings more simply, with 
results that are as good," he 
added. 

Another man, in his thirties, 
took a similar view: “We give 
each other ideas — they gave us 
the shuttle, while we'll give them 
ideas for space stations," he said. 


Bubbling over in a 
healthy market 

The head of a leading sparkling water spring claims that there is 
never a recession in his industry — the product keeps flowing and the 
public keeps on buying. Paul Betts meets Gustav Level, the 
publicity-shy chairman of Perrier : 


PARIS — It will go down in 
history as one of the great missed 
opporninities of British industry 
this century. After inventing tbe 
green, club-shaped Perrier bottle 
nearly 85 years ago, the British 
owners of tbe famous sparkling 
water spring in southern France 
sold the business back to the 
French just after the second 
world war. 

The man who bought it was a 
former Paris stockbroker, Mr. 
Gustav Leven. Over the last 40 
years, he has transformed Perrier 
into an enviably profitable inter- 
national company, described by 
some as the IBM of the mineral 
water industry. 

“When I first visited the Per- 
rier plant at Vergeze, it was a 
shambles. There were broken 
bottles everywhere. Everything 
was done by hand. But I im- 
mediately thought this was a gol- 
den opportunity." said 73-year- 
old Mr. Level in a rare interview. 
“It struck me at the time that all 
you had to do is take the water 
out of the ground and then sell it 
for more than the price of wine, 
milk or for that matter oil. I 
decided I had to buy the business 
myself and never sell it ever 
again." 

Since then, concentrating with 
single-minded determination on 
the business he knows best, Mr. 
Leven has continued to expand 
Perrier's dominant position in the 
world mineral water market, at 
times against the advice of eco- 
nomists and management consul- 
tancy firms. 

With nearly 55 per cent of the 
French bottled water market and 
between 25-30 per cent of the 
U.S. market, Perrier is now the 
undisputed leader of the mineral 
water business. Today, the com- 
pany exports its green bottles to 
120 countries around the world 
and controls a wide range of 
other springs in France, including 
Vjchy-St. Yorre and the still wa- 
ter springs of Contrexeville of 
Volvic. It also owns a number of 
springs in the U.S.. with colourful 
names such as Calistoga, Great 
Bear, Oasis, Qzarka, Poland 
Spring and Zephyrhills. After its 
$450 million acquisition of the 
U.S. Arrowhead Drinking Water 
company from Beatrice Foods 
last year. Perrier has seen its U.S. 
annual sales double to nearly 
$500 million. 

In the U.K., where Mr. Leven 
also sees enormous potential for 
development, Perrier has recent- 
ly acquired Buxton spring in Der- 
byshire. “The U.K. market for 
mineral water is growing by about 
50 per cent a year. After the 
U.S., it is the second most prom- 
ising' new market for bottled wa- 
ter,” says Mr. Leven. 

Perrier’s success is shown in the 
steady rise of sales and profits 
during the past few years. From 
FFr2.4 billion ($439 million) in 
1980, sales have grown to nearly 
FFr12 billion in 1986. Net profits, 
have also increased at about the 
same rate from FFr78 million to 
FFr312 million during the same 
period. 

Mr. Leven’s involvement with 
Perrier started by accideot. “In 
1946 I was working for my father 
as a stockbroker when he asked 
me to find a buyer for Perrier 
which the British wanted to sell,” 
Leven recalls. “I telephoned Sam 
Bronfman, the Seagram chair- 
man, whom I knew quite well, 
and asked him if he was in- 
terested. It was February and he 
told me: ‘I will come in the fall, 
keep it for me’.” Leven took the 
answer to mean that Bronfman 
was not interested. 

A few months later, he decided ’ 
to visit the famous spring, which 
had been owned by Lord Hann- 
sworth, the newspaper publisher, 
until 1936 and subsequently by 
other British interests. “After 
seeing the potential of the busi- 
ness, I bought the spring with 
four close friends and we took it 
over in 1948," explained Leven. 

The little green bottles were 
marketed with the irresistible slo- 


gan “the champagne of table wa- 
ters" and sales in France began to 
grow. In 1948, the spring em- 
ployed 1,000 people to produce 
about 10 million bottles a year. 
By 1952, it was producing 150 
million bortles. 

After heavy investment to 
achieve maximum automation — 
including not only a modem, 
high-technology bottling plant 
but also a glass-manufacturing 
facility on the site of the Vergeze 
spring’ — Perrier production' has 
shot up to 1 .2 billion a year. If all 
the other honied water opera- 
tions subsequently acquired are 
included, the group's total pro- 
duction has reached 4 billion bot- 
tles a year. 

After transforming Perrier's 
position at home, Mr. Leven 
turned his attention to the U.S. 
“When I started looking at the 
American market in 1976-77, 
everyone told me it was mad- 
ness,” he S3ys. “I paid consul- 
tants to prepare market studies 
and all their conclusions were 
that h was not worth expanding in 
the U.S. The Americans, they 
said, will never drink mineral 
water and the market simply did 
not exist in the U.S.” 

But Mr. Leven was in New 
York at the time and noticed that 
there seemed to be no alternative 
to alcohol or sugary soft drinks 
such as Coca-Cola except for iced 
tap water with a strong flavour of 
disinfectant. “I concluded that 
there was clearly room for Perrier 
in the U.S. — whatever the con- 
sultants might have said." 

Launched with great show 
business eclat. Perrier soon be- 
came a fashionable alternative to 
the traditional cocktail for diet- 
and health-conscious Americans. 
Perrier today accounts for about 
85 per cent of all imported water 
in die U.S. In spite of the dollar's 
weakness. Mr. Leven says that 
the U.S. bottled water market 
continues to offer big growth 
opportunities for Perrier. Over 
the next five years, be expects the ' 
market to grow by at least 20 per 
cent a year in volume. “The U.S. 
market is the French market 40 
years ago,” he says. Indeed, in- 
spite of the stockmarket crash, 
mineral water businesses are con- 
tinuing to attract prices of two 
and a half times sales in the U.S. 
On that basis, Perrier’s U.S. op- 
erations alone are valued at about 
$1.25 billion. 

Unlike other leading French 
food and drinks groups, Perrier 
has never been tempted by large- 
scale diversification. It has a lead- 
ing position in the Roquefort and 
French vintage blue cheese mar- 
ket, but otherwise Mr. Leven has 
always regarded mineral water as 
the group’s core business. 

He explains that large volumes 
are crucial in the bottled water, 
market, and be expects it to grow 
even faster in coming years as 
consumers become increasingly 
health- and pollution-conscious. 
“There is never any recession in 
the mineral water market says 
Mr. Leven. “Even at times of 
economic crisis, demand for 
mineral water continues to ex- 
pand normally." 

Mr. Leven remains very much 
in charge of the company's lean 
management: “Decisions are 
taken in five minutes and no-one 
spends any money without my 
approval," he says. He scoffs at 
recent takeover rumours. Control 
of the company is now shared by 
Mr. Leven, with just more than 
25 per cent of shares, and the 
Exor group, with about 25 per 
cent. Exor, a holding company 
controlled by the Metzelopoulos 
family — a French-based family 
with interests in vineyards and 
property — reached an agree- 
ment with Mr. Leven about four 
years ago to keep control of the 
company stable and secure. 

Mr. Leven has also sought to. 
ensure long-term shareholder 
loyalty by generous dividends and 
a determination not to dilute 
equity by a string of paper ac- 
quisitions — Financial Times- 




SOMETHING NEW IN AMMAN 


JORDAN HOME MAINTENANCE CENTRE 


Your single source supplier of Quality General 
Hardware and Home Maintenance Products for D.l.Y. 
and Professionals. 



• Electrical 

• Kitchenware 

• Hand and Power Tools 

• Plumbing 

• General Hardware 


Leisure + Camping Pro- 
ducts 

General Cleaning Products 
Garden Tools and 
Accessories 
Paints and Insulating 
Materials 




And much... much more, please make us a visit, 
Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, Abunameh Building, 
Near Zahran Police Station, tef: 647134 
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Maradona keeps Napoli on course for 2nd title [ I Budd wins 


Napoli crushes Milan 


ITALY (Agencies)— Diego Maradona employed 
his rarely-used right foot to startling effect Sunday 
when he scored a fine second goal for Napoli as they 
maintained a three-point lead over AC Milan at the 
top of the Italian First Division. 

The Argentine World Cup- maintain ed a relentless march to- 


winning captain struck a minute 
before the interval after Brazilian 
international striker Careca had 
opened the scoring for Napoli in 
the 12th minute. 

Maradona's goal, in a 2-0 win, 
ensured his place as Italy's top 
scorer with nine goals ahead of 
team-mate Careca on seven and 
helped keep Napoli on course for 
a second Italian title win. 

Apart from Milan, who strug- 
gled to beat Pisa 1-0, Roma were 
the only other team in the top six 
.to win — a situation which 
prompted the daily sports paper 
La Gazzetta Dello Sport to de- 
clare: “The championship has 
two tyrants... Napoij-MHan. the 
march of the giants." 

European footballer of the 
year Dutchman Ruud Gullit set 
up Milan’s winner for defender 
Angelo Colombo. 

Third -placed Roma beat Ascoli 
3-0 with a penalty in each half 
from Giuseppe Gianinni and a 
late goal from Stefano Desideri. 

Juventus drew 1-1 at Como 
where Renato Buso, 19, headed 
them ahead and Massimo Albiero 
equalised. Welsh striker Ian Rush 
failed to repeat the form which 
brought him four goals against 
Pescara in midweek. 

Real Madrid beats 
Valladolid 

In Spain, where Real Madrid 


wards the title with a 2-0 win at 
Real Valladolid, their great rivals 
Barcelona slumped again. 

According to one newspaper, 
they “beat new records of 
mediocrity" as they went down at 
home to Osasuna, Jose Sarabia 
scoring the only goal. 

Coach Luis Aragones returned 
to his duties after a bout of 
nervous exhaustion which he dis- 
missed as less serious than re- 
ported. ‘Tm fine," he said. “But, 
from everything that's been said, 
you'd think I was dead." 

To add to his problems — 
Dutchman Johan Cruyff and Bri- 
ton John Toshack are among 
several names mentioned as his 
replacement — Aragones saw 
midfielders Bernd Schuster and 
Victor Munoz earn themselves 
automatic one-match suspensions 
with their fourth cautions of the 
season. 

Real Madrid became the first 
team to win at Valladolid this 
season with goals from Martin 
Vasquez and Francisco “Paco” 
Llorente. 

Real Sodedad beat sporting 
Gijon 3-0 to stay second ahead of 
Adetico Madrid on goal differ- 
ence. Atletico beat Cadis 2-1. 

Portuguese leaders and World 
Cub champions Porto stretched 
their lead over Benfica to seven 
points with a 1-0 over Academi- 
cs, Fernando Gomes scoring. 



Diego Maradona 

Benfica drew 0-0 Vaizim and 
offered little encouragement for 
their last ditch showdown with 
Porto next week in Lisbon when a 
crowd of 120,000 is expected. 

Heavy rain and snow curtailed 
the League programmes in 
Northern Europe. 

Dutch League leaders PSV 
Eindhoven's match was post- 
poned allowing Ajax to dose the 
gap to five points by beating 
Sparta 4-0, Joan Bosnian scoring 
twice and Denis Bergkamp and 
Arnold Scbolten adding the 
others. 

English First Division leaders 
Liverpool extended their lead to 
17 points when they won 2-0 at 
Chariton — their 24th match 
without defeat since the start of 
the season — with goals from 
Peter Beardsley and John 
Barnes. 


West Indies trounces India 


TRIVANDRUM, India (AP) — 
West Indies crushed India by nine 
wickets in the last One-day Crick- 
et International here Monday, 
clinching the seven match series, 
6 - 1 . 

Chasing a victory target of 240 
in 45 overs, the visitors scored 
241 for one wicket in 42.4 overs. 

Put into bat by West Indies 
skipper Vivian Richards on an 
easy pitched wicket, the Indians 
scored at will and, were at one 
stage, 160 for two. 

But a middle-order batting col- 
lapse limited the Indians score to 
239 for eight wickets. 

The highlight of the Indian 
innings was a superb 101 by open- 
er Knshnamachari Srikkanth. 

Patrick Patterson was the main 


wicket taker d aiming three for 34 
runs off nine overs. Richards 
took two for 40 runs off eight 
overs. 

The highlight of the West In- 
dies innings was an unbeaten 104 
by Phil Simmons and a solid 84 by 
Gordon Gree nidge. 

Ritche Richardson pitched in 
with 37. 


South Australia 
snatches victory 

ADELAIDE, Australia (R) — 
Captain David Hookes’ sporting 
declaration paid off for South 
Australia on Monday when his 
team snatched victory against 


New South Wales on the final day 
of their Sheffield Shield cricket 
match. 

New South Wales were set a 
target of 283 runs from a mini- 
mum 100 overs when Hookes 
dosed South Australia’s second 
inning? at Sunday night’s score of 
113 for three. 

The gamble paid off as New 
South Wales were aD out for 219 
and South Australia recorded 
their second outright, win of the 
season and first at borne. 

Australian spin bowler Peter 
Sleep and World Cup pace man 
Andrew Zesexs produced their 
best form to dean up the last four 
New South Wales wickets for 
only 26 runs. 


Broncos — more than a one-man threat 


DENVER (AP) — For all the 
pre-Super Bowl hype about the 
Denver Broncos being a one-man 
team, there is a voice of reason 
that says otherwise. 

Actually, there are two such 
voices, one belonging to Bron- 
cos offensive line coach Alex 
Gibbs, and the other to offensive 
tackle Dave Studdard. 

Quarterback John Elway can- 
not weave his magic without help. 


they say. 
Gibbs ; 


Gibbs says flatly the outcome 
of Super Bowl game next Sunday 
will hinge on how well the Bron- 
cos' offensive line controls the 
Washington Redskins' two fine 
defensive ends, Dexter Manley 
and Charles Mann. 

“That’s the game,” he said. “If 
we can control them, then we've 
got a chance. If we don’t, we're 


going to get beat." 

Studdard, who will be blocking 
against Manley most of the game, 
said, “if I don’t do a good job on 
Dexter, it will be a long day for 
John." 

The Redskins devised a work- 
able defensive scheme in the 
National Football Conference 
Championship game, first con- 
taining the scrambling of Minne- 
sota quarterback Wade Wilson 
and then sacking him eight tunes. 

Denver figures the Redskins 
will do much of the same in the 
Super Bowl, bringing Manley and 
Mann hard on the outside to keep 
Elway in the pocket, and then 
sending tackles Dave Butz and 
Danyl Grant up the middle. El- 
way tends to be most dangerous 
when be can get outside and buy 
time to find a receiver, often for a 
big play. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1- 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining room, sitting room, full 
kitchen, telephone, with beautiful view. 

2- 2 bedrooms (penthouse), 2 bathrooms, dining room, sitting 
room, full kitchen, large open veranda, with panoramic view. 

Both within walking distance of Shmeisani shopping centre. 

Please call office tel. 825601, 825602 or Res. 661868. 


Studdard, one of Denver’s 
most consistent offensive line- 
men, has faced Manley before, 
during a 31-30 Denver victory 
later in the 1986 season. 

“I remember he gave me some 
problems early in the game,” 
Studdard said. “I really had my 
bands full for the first five mi- 
nutes or so until I got used to 
him. I was able to make some 
adjustments that worked better. 

“He didn't get any sacks that 
game, but he did huny John a 
few times.” 

Studdard says Manley has line- 
backer speed. “He's like (Chris) 
Doletnan of Minnesota. He’s like 
a big stand-up linebacker. He's 
got all that speed and he's strong 
as hell. I can’t believe he didn't 
make the pro bowl this year." 

Studdard says he will be work- 
ing against Manley “most of the 
day, except when they do some 
twist ana bring Mann on the 
outside. He's an awfully good 
player, too.” 

A nine-year veteran from 
Texas, Studdard will know how 
well be has fared with Manley. 

“Dexter is a talker, and he 
wants to jump all over die place 
and point his finger at people,” 
Studdard says. “He showboats 
when he’s having his way. If he’s 
doing a lot of showboating, it will 
mean I'm not doing my job. I 
need to keep him quiet.” 


1st competition 
race 

OXFORD, England (R) — For- 
mer world cross country cham- 
pion Zob Budd, bidding for a 
place in England’s team at the 
World Championships in 
March, won her first competi- 
tive race of the season Sunday. 

South African-born Budd, 
champion in 1985 and 1986, has 
said she wants to go to the 
championships in Auckland de- 
spite a warning by New Zealand 
that she will not be welcome and 
the threat of anti-apartheid de- 
monstrations. 

Her appearance at the Ox- 
fordshire League Cross Country. 
Championships Sunday was 
kept secret from other competi- 
tors until they lined np at the 
start. j 

Budd, who has beer ham-1 
pered by a hamstring injury and 
has not run a major race since 
the European Championships in 
Stuttgart- in September 15186, 
won the three-mile race in 20 
minutes 19 seconds. 

“It was a good preparation 
for the international cross coun- 
try trials at Gateshead Satur- 
day," she said afterwards. “I 
really eqjoyed the run but the 
course was very muddy." 

Budd was granted British 
citizenship in 1984, raising pro- 
tests from anti-apartheid 
groups. 

Earlier this month, the Com- 
monwealth Games Federation 
tightened up its nationality 
roles, extending the minnnmn 
period of residency required be- 
fore an athlete can compete for 
a new country. 

The federation was told New 
Zealand would not welcome 
Build’s participation at Auck- 
land, which is the site of the next 
Commonwealth Games in 1990. 


Safety council 
blasts 

Tyson-Holmes 

fight 


LONDON (AP) — Mike Tyson’s 
fourth-round heavyweight title 
victory over Larry Holmes was 
criticised Monday by the British 
Safety Council as “an exercise in 
sadism and brain damage to the 
gloxy of the almighty dollar.” 

In a telegram to the indepen- 
dent broadcasting authority, 
council director general James 
Tye said televising the Friday 
night bout from Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, had violated “prom- 
ises to reduce violence on our 
(television) screens." 

“Not a single boxing expert or 
correspondent anywhere in the 
world had the slightest doubt that 
Tyson would beat Holmes, 17 
years his senior,” Tye, one of 
Britain’s loudest anti-boxing 
voices, said. “Indeed, the only 
question was how badly Holmes 
would be beaten. ... 

“This was never a true boxing j 
contest, rather it was an exercise I 
in sadism and brain damage to 
the glory of the almighty dollar 
and 73 other currencies.” 

Tyson floored Holmes, a for- 
mer world heavyweight champion 
making a comeback at age 38, 
three tunes in the fourth round of 
their scheduled 12-round fight. 

Roche in 
memorial race 

GRISY-LES-PLATRES, France 
(R) — Tour de France champion 
Stephen Roche and other leading 
racers competed in a Cyclo-Cross 
event Sunday in memory of 
French cyclist Pascal Jules, who 
died in a car accident last October 
aged 26. 

American Greg Lemond and 
Frenchman Laurent Fignon, who 
preceded the Irishman as Tour de 
France victors, were also among 
the competitors in the tribute 
race. 

The event was won by French 
amateur Cyclo-Cross champion 
Bruno Lebras. 


Johnson clocks world-best 
mark in 60 -metre race 


SHERBROOKE, Quebec (AP) 
— Sprinter Ben Johnson, the 
Associated Press male athlete of 
the year, came within a whisker 
of shattering a world-best mark 
and suffering a potentially serious 
injury in a 60-metre race at the 
University of Sherbrooke Indoor 
Track Meet Sunday. 

Johnson, who bolds almost ev- 
ery sprint record, fell .06 seconds 
short of tying his world mark of 
6.41, but it was the. end of the 
race that provided the most ex- 
citement and a brief moment of 
concern. 

As he crossed the finish line, 
the momentum of the Toronto 
sprinter carried him up tire incline 
of the track and he tumbled over 
some padding that protected the 
runners from hitting the railing. 

Johnson fell over the barrier 
and landed on the floor, a drop of 
about five feet (1.5 metres). 

“I grabbed onto the curtain — 
that’s what helped," said John- 
son, referring to the net-like 


material beyond the railing. “If I 
hadn’t done that, I might have 
landed on my node and got hurt 
pretty badly.” 

In bracing himself for the fall, 
Johnson said he numbed his fin- 
ger while grabbing the curtain 
and slightly hurt his back when he 
landed on the floor. 

The incident, which brought 
gasps from the crowd, some of 
whom gathered around Johnson, 
almost obscured the race. 

After one false start, Johnson 
did not get his usual burst from 
the starting fine, a setback that be 
attributed to a race official warn- 
ing him to keep his bands closer 
to his body. Johnson normally 
likes to use a wider stance, with 
his hands sometimes coming dose 
to spreading into the other lane. 

For almost 45 metres, Brian 
Cooper, in the lane beside John- 
son, was at .his side, but the 
American sprinter was left be- 
hind by a Johnson burst, finishing 
.05 behind, in 6.52. 


Hjartarson, Short and Yasupov 
score victories in 1st round 
of World Chess Championship 


SAINT JOHN, New Brunswick 
(AP) — Johann Hjartarson of 
Iceland, England's Nigel Short 
and Artur Yusupov of the Soviet 
Union scored crushing victoria 
in the first round of the Worid 
Chess Championship C arutid ai a 
Matches Sunday. 

The other four games were 
drawn, including the one played 
by Yasser Seirawan. the united 
States* top player. Seirawan 
fought back from an apparently 
hopeless position against English 
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The winner of the candWalw 
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The biggest shock of the round 
came when 24-year-old Hjartar- 
son defeated Viktor Korchnoi, a 
Soviet defector who now plays for 
Switzerland. 

Korchnoi, 55, the fifth ranked 
player in tin worid, reached an 
unfa vo ur able position from the 
opening and eventually fell to 
killing checkmating attack. 

“Korchnoi was made to suffer 


NigdSwrt, 22, Ok sixth rank- 
ed player m the world, outplay^ 
Hungarian grandmaster Gyafe 
Sajx. while Anar Yaanpov entity 
defeated, fellow Soviet Jan 
Eblvest to move into ekriy featfc. 

After falling into a trap, 
Seirawan. who coma from Seat- 
tle. lost a rook for t knight K 
move 15, but gamed compensa- 
tion when Speemun chore a bad 
plan in middle-game complica- 
tions- 


U.S. basketball roundup 


Hawks basket 118 to beat Nets in close fight 


ATLANTA (AP) — Dominique 
Wilkins scored 31 points and the 
Atlanta Hawks withstood a 
fourth-quarter rally to beat the 
New Jersey Nets 1 18-1 1 1 Sunday. 

The victory gave the Hawks 
with the best record in the East- 
ern Conference, 29-11 to Bos- 
ton's 28-11, and made Mike 
Fratello the coach of the East 
team in the NBA All-Star Game 
at Chicago Feb. 7. 

The Nets, winless in 16 games 
on toe road this season, chopped 
an 88-73 deficit after three quar- 
ters to four points twice in the 
final minute. 

John Bagley's second consecu- 
tive 3-point basket made it 113- 
109, but Wilkins followed with 
two free throws. Buck Williams 


countered with two free throws 
with 28 seconds left, again whit- 
tling the lead to four, bur Atlanta 
dosed out the scoring with three 
free throws. 

Williams paced the Nets with 
24 points and 19 rebounds. 

Pacers 128, Suns 109 

John Long scored 24 points and 
Wayman Tisdale had 19 as the 
Indiana Pacers took control early 
and coasted to a 128-109 victory 
over the Phoenix Suns. 

Rookie Reggie Miller scored 
17 of 63 points by the Pacers' 
reserves. The Suns got only 36 
points off their bench. 

Indiana never trailed in the 
second half, moving from a 60-53 


lead to 69-57 in the first four 
minutes of the third quarter on a 
basket by Chuck Person and 
seven points by Long. 

Ballets L31, 76ers 99 

Bernard King scored 25 points, 
leading the Washington Ballets to 
their third consecutive victory. 
131-99 over the Philadelphia 
76ei5. 

King had nine points is the first 
period and 17 by halftime. He 
scored four in a key stretch early 
in the second quarter.' when the 
bullets ran off 10 straight points 
in building a 41-30 lead. 

Washington 7-2 overall and 6-0 
at home since Wes Unsdd be- 


came coach Jan. 3, has beaten the 
Sixers twice m five days. 

Lakers 116. Soaks 109 

Magic Johnson scored 34 
points and James Wortfav added 
24 points and 12 rebounds i> the 
Los Angdes Lakes snapped the 
Seattle Supersonics r 17-game 
homecourt winning streak with a 
116-109 victory. 

Seattle lost despite Xavier 
McDaniel's 35 points and 32 by 
Tom Chambers. Seattle’s home- 
court record fell to 18-2. 

Chambers scored seven 
straight points fare in (he fourth 
quarter to pull the Sonia within 
two points with 3:53 left in the 
game. 


Paris-Dakar rally loses its way 

is the three-week slog across the deserts of the Sahel a toughening j - — - ■ — |-g 

romantic interlude in the international car racing calendar . or an l m 

idiotic endurance test where death stalks drivers and spectators? 

George Graham reports on a sporting event which is being criticised f ~ 

more and more. I -W • - 


PARIS — In their matching 
white jumpsuits and pale blue 
bomber jackets, the organisers of 
the Paris-Dakar rally look like 
chic assault troops campaigning 
in the Saharan sands. And like a 
military campaign, the rally — a 
three-week slog across the deserts 
of Algeria, Niger, Mali. Maurita- 
nia and Senegal — has its casual- 
ties. 

This year, at the half-way 
stage, the tally stood at two 
deaths, two probable quadriple- 
gics and a string of broken legs, 
wrists and ankles. 

Perhaps the most stupid injury 
is the smashed ribcage of a 
mechanic who was run over as he 
fay asleep on the ground in the 
rally bivouac. There are also re- 
ports of a competitor killing a 
child spectator on the arrival of 
the racers in Niamey, capital of 
Niger. 

The deaths have fuelled the 
polemic over a 10-year-old event 
which, if it has not yet lost its 
way, is at least having trouble 
maintaining its uncomfortable ba- 
lance between motor race and 
Saharan adventure. 

Apart from the safety aspect, 
the rally also leaves a sour taste in 
the mouths of many who see it as 
an unsavoury parade of Western 
wealth in some of the world's 
poorest countries. Eating foie 
gras and drinking champagne in 
Niger — which has a national 
income per capita of about $200 a 
year — is conspicuous consump- 
tion by any standard. 

Yet the inhabitants of Taman- 
rasset, in the Hoggar mountains 
of southern Algeria, appear pro- 
foundly indifferent to the race 
caravan which passes through 
once a year, while their Tuareg 
cousins over the border in 
Agadez seem to find the race a 
good excuse for a festival, as well 


as a marvellous sales opportunity 
for their silver and leather crafts. 
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Still overshadowed by the 
ghost of its founder, Tnierry 
Sabine, who was killed in an air 
crash during the race two years 
ago, the Paris-Dakar rally is 
dominated now by the buge pro- 
fessional teams of automobile 
constructors such as Peugeot, 
Yamaha and Mitsubishi. 

This year, as in 1987, two of the 
top racers are Ari Vatanen, the 
Finnish rally driver, in a Peugeot 
405, and Juha Kankkunen, 
another Finn, in a Peugeot 205, 
which is almost identical to the 
405. They are backed by a 60- 
strong team of mechanics, cooks 
and doctors. 

Some of the rally organisers 
feel that the 400hp turbo-charged 
Peugeots are largely responsible 
for increasing speeds in the race 
and thereby decreasing safety. 

Unlike other rallies, the sup- 
port trucks must follow the same 
route as the race drivers. After a 
stage of up to 1,000 km, the 
trucks often roll in well past 
midnight and must then set to 
work on their leaders* cars before 
setting off again next morning to 
do it all over again. 

For the amateur drivers with 
little or no back-up, the chances 
this year were reduced by a 
gruelling first stage winch elimin- 
ated all but the best of the sup- 
port vehicles. After a week, little 
more than a third of the 600-odd 
starters were still in the race. 

If drivers lose their support, 
they have to do their own repairs, 
queue for two hours at the only 
petrol pump in Tamanrasset ana 
then for another two hours at the 
food tent. The slightest mecha- 
nical failure m eans elimination. 

“The start of the rally was too 
difficult this year, not for us but 
for the amateurs,” Vatanen 
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1988 Paris-Dakar Rally 


said. “It is unreasonable. They 
realise that not many of them will 
get as far as Dakar anyway, but at 
least let them get to Agadez. You 
are not supposed to be here to 
torture yourself.” 

For Gaston Rahier, a Paris- 
Dakar veteran and leader of the 
Suzuki Marlboro motorcycle 
team, the course mapped out by 
the rally organisers this year has 
been superb, but distinctly more 
difficult. “We must rethink the 
race, make it more human. The 
support teams, for instance, who 
often have to drive 24 hours 
non-stop, let them form into 
groups, let them get on with their 
work.” 

But if the driveis. both profes- 
sionals and amateurs, think they 
know what must be done to keep 
the rally faithful to the Sabine 
spirit, back in Paris the power 
strugg|e is elsewhere. 

Christian Bergelin, the French 
sports minister, has said that 
there will have to be limits on 
next year's race. More ominous- 


ly. Jean-Marie BaJesire, the pow- 
er-hungry chairman of Fisa, the 
international motor sports fed- 
eration, has grasped the oppor- 
tunity tc increase his hold over 
the Paris-Dakar race. 

But the rally continues to exert 
a powerful lure over its veterans 
and over a band of brave but 
lunatic amateurs who dream that 
next year, perhaps, they will test 
themselves in the desert. 

“You only have to look at the 
map to see that it cannot be just 
an ordinary race,” says Vatanen. 
“In other rallies you have fun and 
go to the hotel. Here you are 
performing against yourself,” 
adds Rahier. 

It may be more difficult to 
sustain the interest of the French 
public, which is less prepared to 
give the benefit of the doubt to 
the current Paris-Dakar rally 
management than it was to the 
semi -mythic figure of Thierry 
Sabine — • Financial Tunes news 
feature. 


ov Holiday inn q T 

SUN NY 

SDAYS 2 NIGHTS 

=• 


TOURS* TRAVEL 

PHONE 663100 EXT. Jlto 


£ f r J, 


FOR SALE 

FURNITURE AND CAR 

1 . Sitting room set (suite) with matching curtains and wall-to-wall 
carpet, mirrors, clothes stand and bedroom set. 

2. White Mazda - 929 Limited, 57.000 k.m. 1982, very good 
condition, with all accessories. 

Please contact: 605843/819279. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


THE UNTOUCHABLES 


nsriormuiecs MO, MM, S: JO. IthJO 


USED FURNITURE WANTED. 

Newly-established company in need of used 
office furniture. 

Please contact Mr. Ammari or Mr. Bat- 
ronis. 

Tel: 606266, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., 4-7 p.m. 


Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


9Vz WEEKS 


3.X.tK IS. 8:30. 10:30 


FOR RENT 
Modern furnished apartments 

* Studio of one bedroom, kitchen and bath. 

' One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bath 
Tw bedrooms. Iwingfdining room, kitchen and balh. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th Circles. 

Tel. 641443 — 655708 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


BEVERLY 
HILLS COP II 


Tel: 677420 


Performances 3:30. MJO. K:3«. IttJU 
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>i 0 ^ High level European 
^Community team to hold 




of 


lives' from the European Com- 
mission and the European Invest- 
lament Bank are expected to arrive 
• .= in Jordan Jan. 31 to hold talks 

!j:« 7 with Jordanian authorities on the 
:«a i£ : use of the 100 million European ■ 
: ^c D! , ^Cun^cy' Units (ECUs) (approx 
s - JD 43 nuDioa) provided as grants 
and loans under' the cooperation 
‘ d in January 1977 
shemite Kingdom 
and the European 

Hipoj j- Community. 

. Tbe frmds are made available 

1 ■ J 1 '*- ■! I 


financial talks in Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Repiesenta- 


i i- : 5ja? IBC uMnciai protocols form a 
1 i vital component of the agreement 
j^a^.and allow for participation in 
-- economic, te chnical , social and sd- 
-Tr ^-eotiOc cooperation between the 


!ht 


^ two partners. 

. The European Commission 
team will be headed by Eberhard 
Rhein, director of external rela- 
tions for Mediterranean, Near 
and Middle East countries. Pietro 
Pettovitcb , head of external op- 
erations, will lead the team from 


the European Investment Bank. 

The aid discussions will be held 
with a number of ministers and 
government officials. The two 
sides win conclude their discus- 
sions Thursday, Feb. 4, when it is 
intended to sign an indicative 
programme outlining the -use of 
the 37 million ECU (JD 16 mil- 
lion) grant and the 63 million 
ECU (JD 27 million) loan. 

Already included on the agen- 
da are projects in irrigation, tech- 
nical education ^4ndu$trial coop- 
eration, agricultural lending, wa- 
ter exploration, soil mapping, 
energy and health - 

Between 1976 and 1986 the 
European Community has made 
available from two financial 
protocols a total of 103 million 
ECUs (JD 44 million) for de- 
velopment cooperation projects. 
These amounts are in addition to 
bilateral assistance provided to 
Jordan by the member States of 
the Community, and to assistance 
provided by the European Com- 
mission from outside the pro- 
tocols. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet forms team to AESC talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet decided in a session Sunday to 
form the Jordanian delegation to the meetings of the fourth 
session of the Arab Economic and Social Council (AESC) 
scheduled to be held, in Tunis from Feb. 1-4. The delegation 
would be headed by Industry and Trade Minister Hamdi Tabba’ 
with the membership of secretary-general Mohammad Saqqaf and 
other ministry officials. 

Loans to Jordanian private sector rise 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Credit facilities offered by Jordanian b anks 
and financial. institutions to the private sector in Jordan from 
January to September 1987 amounted to JD 1,789. 738,000 com- 
pared to JD 1,596,725,000 in the same period of 1986, according 
to a statistical bulletin issued by the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). The bulletin said that the CBJ alone granted credit 
facilities amounting to JD 5.16 million against JD 4.212 million in 
the previous year. According to the bulletin, the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation (ACC) offered fanners JD 29.85 million 

S the same period, up from JD 27.564 million in the same 
of 1986. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. JANUARY 26. 1988 


YOUR 

drily 


From the CarroH Rghter Institute- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Do 
some things to increase your attrac- 
tiveness as well as your possessions 
early in the day. If you have an op- 
portunity to become involved in 
any new financial obligations, be 
sure to consider them carefully. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) If you 
spend any money this morning; do 
so carefully. Make sure your car is 
in good running order before you 
drive anywhere tonight. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Do 
whatever is necessary to improve 
your health. Some reliable friends 
can help you greatly in handling 
some practical affairs. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Help out a friend who ia having a 
hard time, but keep anything which 
transpires confidential. Be kind and 
considerate to your mate. • - 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Avoid an acquaintance who 
is annoying this morning, or your 
mood will be spoiled. Smile more 
and gain your aims easily. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) If you 
get involved in any credit or civic 
matters today, be sure to keep your 
wits about you. Be appreciative of 
some help from a superior. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) 
Don't be taken in by a flashy 


newcomer; this person has your 
worst interests in mind. Arrange 
tomorrow’s schedule tonight. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
Avoid a business acquaintance who 
may fed cheated in some way. and 
later alT will be cleared up nicely. 
Don't be harsh with your mate. 

SCORPIO (Oct- 23 to Nov. 21) 
Get an early start this morning and 
arrange a time to have a discussion 
with an associate. Decide which 
projects require your attention. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Try to make your surroundings 
at work more pleasant and efficient 
with the help of a co-worker- Enjoy 
the home life tonight. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jul 20) 
This morning is a good time to plan 
future entertainment, but cut down 
on expenses this evening. Show 
your mate how devoted you are. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Plan how to make your home more, 
attractive this morning. Be sure to 
stay within your budget while shop- 
ping this evening. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be 
sure you are on time for any early 
. appointments so you can gain 
eater benefits. Drive very carefuT 
t his evening. 




THE Daily Crossword . by Evelyn Banohoof 


ACROSS 
1 Decision 
maker 
5 Undertook 
10 Pitfall 
-M QED word 

15 Over si ght 

16 Stockings 

17 Home of 

18 COmbfaig plant 

19 Repose 

20 Hash In the 
pan 

23 Sandra and 
Ruby 

24 Rd. of ala 

25 Run 1 aground' 
28 Symbolize 

93 Arctic explorer 

34 Lavin sitcom 

35 Mew Guinea 
saapotl 

36 Author 
BagnoM 

37 Dido 

38 Statistics 
99 Lettuce 

40 Long for 

41 Not as 
frequent 

42 Desk type- . -- 

44 Customers 

45 Tub 

46 Paving stone 

47 Relaxing spot 
tor golfers ... 

54 Hob. month 

55 Metric - 
measure 

56 Charity 

58 Jtane 

59 Cfoth- strainer 

60 - Minor 
81 Spread 
62 Ermine 

83 Time period 

DOWN 

1 Wag«ir 

2 Algerian 
seaport 

3 Agra garmen t 

4 Pattern 

5 Fused 

6 Certain songs 

7 Dismal 
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u nyns naaemri 

6 Geological 
times 

9 Hindrance 

10 Give — to 
(approve of) 

11 “The - Mot 
Taken" (Frost) 

12 Afr. fox 

13 Squint 

21 — moony. _ ■ 

22 Fr. deportment 

25 Mots 

26 Mortise and — 

27 Cultivate 

28 Drudge 

29 Prong 

30 light signal- • 

31 Western 

32 Brings up 
34 Soviet sea 

37 Asseverates 

38 Concerned 
with the 
present 

40 Talk 
41-Httssey or 
'' Roman 


Yesterday's PhzzIc Solved: 


oonn nnnnn ruiran 
nnnn nonna nnnn 
noon nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnrannnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
non nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
fionnon nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnann nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nano 


43 Exceedingly 

44 Command 

46 Narrow furrow 
47. Affiance 
letters 

48 Object of 
worship 


49 Nucha 

50 Coup d’ — 

51 Verne 
hem 

52 Forfeit 

53 Lamb 

57 Com unit 


Oman to boost gas exploitation 


MUSCAT (AP) — Oman, a 
moderate non-OPEC oil produc- 
er faced with a 194 million riyal 
(S500 million) budget deficit for 
fiscal 1988, is to step up efforts to 
develop its state-owned gas in- 
dustry to save fuel oil, govern- 
ment sources said Monday. 

Six million riyals ($15 million) 
wQl be spent developing three gas 
production plants this year, said 
the sources who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

A 275,000-riyal ($710,000) gov- 
ernment study to be carried out 
over die next five months will 
review technical and organisa- 
tional options. 

The gas network powers de- 


fence installations in addition to 
oil production and light industry, 
die sources noted. 

The government announced 
earlier this month that gas re- 
serves have risen to 9.6 trillion 
cubic feet, an increase of three 
trillion cubic feet over figures 
announced a year ago. 

Gas consumption totalled 50 
billion cubic feet last year. 

Oman, which produces 565,000 
barrels of oil a day, launched a 
gas exploration programme in 
1984 when oil prices were falling. 

Petroleum and Minerals Minis- 
ter Saeed A! Shanfari renewed 
Oman’s pledge to coordinate with 


the 13-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) to maintain production 
levels that would prevent prices 
deteriorating. 

In statements published by the 
AJ Watan newspaper, he said 
OPEC and non-OPEC producers 
“would not allow” a recurrence 
of a 1986 prices slump to a record 
low of less than $10 a barrel. 

He said Oman was consulting 
with other non-OPEC producers 
on ways of helping OPEC defend 
its price system based on a ben- 
chmark of $18 a barrel. He men- 
tioned Egypt, Norway and 
Mexico. 


Soviets sign oil deal with S. Yemen 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — South 
Yemen and the Soviet Union 
have signed an agreement to de- 
velop the Red Sea country’s oil- 
fields, the Middle East Economic 
Survey reported Monday. 

The weekly oD industry news- 
letter said the contract was signed 
Jan. 12 by the Yemeni ministry of 
energy and mines and the Soviet 
state firm Technoexport. 

The agreement covers South 
Yemen’s Iyad West and Am a] 
oilfields and includes construc- 


tion of a 200-kilometre oil export 
pipeline from the northwestern 
Shabwa region, where oil re- 
serves are estimated 3.8 billion 
barrels, to a terminal at Bir All 
on the .Gulf of Aden. 

The financial side of the deal 
was not mentioned. The Soviet 
Union is a strong supporter of 
South Yemen. 

The weekly said a second en- 
gineering contract for Iyad West 
was expected to follow soon. 

A comprehensive agreement 


for the development of the fields 
will be signed later this month 
when Deputy Prime Minister and 
Energy and Minerals Minister 
Salih Abu Bakr Ibn Husseinun, 
visits Moscow, the survey added. 

South Yemen, long impover- 
ished, will become a major oil 
exporter in about 18 months. Oil 
trucked from the fields is already 
being processed at the country’s 
only refinery near Aden, the 
capital. 


Algeria, Spanish firm reach oil pact 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
concluded a major oil and gas 
exploration pact with Spanish 
company Cepsa in the second 
such deal under a new law per- 
mitting greater foreign involve- 
ment in the sector, energy minis- 
try offi cials said. 

The terms of the contract be- 
tween the Algerian state oil com- 
pany Sonatracb and -the Spanish 
firm had been agreed and the 
accord would be signed soon, 
officials told Reuters Sunday. 


They declined to give details, 
but said the pact was similar to 
one signed between Sonatrach 
and the Italian oil giant Agip in 
December. 

That pact was the first signed 
after a new law came into force 
aimed at attracting outsiders by 
removing many barriers which 
restricted the scope offered to 
non- Algerian companies. 

Algeria has increasingly sought 
foreign expertise to help it tap 


huge oil reserves and boost ex- 
port earnings to try to pay foreign 
debts estimated at between $16 
and $20 billion. 

The officials were optimistic 
other companies would soon sign 
.similar joint pacts under the new 
law which offers tax breaks and a 
major stake in any new find. 

Hydrocarbons last year 
accounted for 90 per cent of 
Algeria’s exports and about 45 
per cent of government revenues. 


IFAD extols OPEC contributions 


ROME (OPECNA) — Idriss 
Jazairy, president of the Interna- 
tional Fund for Agricultural De- 
velopment (IFAD), said Sunday 
OPEC could be rightly proud of 
its contribution to the fund since 
IFAD’s inception. 

In an exclusive interview, he 
described OPEC countries’ role 
in helping to launch IFAD in 
3977 as "magnificent.” 

“There is admiration for 
OPECs performance even by 
those wbo.don’t always see eye to 


eye with the organisation on cer- 
tain questions,” Jazairy added. 

He said despite the difficulties 
through which OPEC countries 
had been passing for some years, 
total OPEC commitment to the 
fund since 1978 stood at nearly SI 
billion. 

Jazairy said that IFAD had 
cofinanced ten projects with the 
OPEC Fund, contributing $90 
million to the fund's $34 milli on. 
Eleven projects had been cofi- 
nanced with aid institutions in 


OPEC countries, the contribu- 
tion of the latter being $313 mil- 
lion. 

He said IFAD had financed 
seven projects in three OPEC 
countries — Indonesia, Nigeria 
and Algeria — with $133 million. 
Another $270 million had been 
mobilised through external 
sources. Four new projects worth 
$30 to $35 million to be set up in 
OPEC countries were now in the 
pipeline. 


Bahrain reports higher 
offshore banking assets 

MANAMA (AP) — Assets of offshore banks in 
Bahrain, the m^jor financial activity on the Gulf 
island state, had dropped by about 20 per cent two 
years ago but recovered at the end of last year, 

Bahrain’s finance minister was quoted as saying 
Sunday. 


"The banks’ assets in Bahrain 
were $53-554 billion, decreased to 
$44 billion two years ago. and 
went up again to $60 billion by 
the end of last year,” said Fi- 
nance Minister Ibrahim Abdul 
Karim in an interview published 
by the Saudi Arabian newspaper 
Arab News, also available in 
Manama. 

Bahrain established itself as an 
offshore banking centre for the 
oil-rich Gulf after the heyday of 
oil prices in the 1970s. The econo- 
mic recession in the region, pre- 
cipitated mainly by the sagging oil 
market, had been accompanied 
by consecutive reports of pullouts 
by offshore banking units, which 
numbered 76. 

But the minister said that only 
two banks and three administra- 
tive units had left the country. He 
said the offshore banking units 
injected about 200 million dinars 
($520 million) into the national 
economy through operations, 
rents and training, in addition to 
the 10.000 dinars ($26,000) they 
paid annually as “charges” to the 
states. 

The offshore banking offset 
was attributed to the fact that the 
tiny central Gulf was running out 
of oil. 

In 1932, Bahrain was the 
second Gulf country after Iraq to 
strike oil. The minister said 
Bahrain's oil reserves may dry up 
by the end of 1990s. 

But he said oil earnings still 
constitute 60 per cent of the 
country's annual revenues. 


He said a 500-miliion dinar 
($1.3 billion) for fiscal 1988 will 
soon be announced, projecting a 
10 per cent deficit. 

The minister estimated that oil 
revenues would account for 220 
million to 320 million dinars 
($570 to $830 million), while re- 
venues from non oil-sources in- 
cluding 170 million dinars ($440 
million) from indirect tax, will 
cater for the remaining 40 per 
cent of the budget. 

Bahrain’s annual budget for 
the past decade has been depend- 
ing on an annual $100 million 
paid by Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, he noted. 

B ahrain was not able to benefit 
from fluctuations in oil prices, 
because of its limited production 
which has decreased from 76,000 
barrels per day in 1972 to around 
40,000 barrels per day, he said. 

"Had it not been for our rela- 
tionship with Saudi Arabia, we 
would have been in a very diffi- 
cult situation now,” he said. 

In addition to its own oil ex- 
pors, a major part of Bahrain’s oil 
revenues comes from the proces- 
sing of Gulf crude oil at the 
island’s huge refinery. 

Bahrain was the first country in 
the region to resort to local bor- 
rowing through treasury bills, and 
Abdul Karim said he would ask 
his government to allow him to 
raise the present borrowing ceil- 
ing from 100 million dinars ($260 
million) to 300 million dinars 
($780 million). 

Bahrain is a member of the 



Ibrahim Abdul Karim 

six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). an economic and 
security alliance that also croups 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Qatar. 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Abdul Karim told Arab News 
that he was not happy aboui the 
measure of financial cooperation 
among the six GCC states despite 
the numerous accomplishments 
in other areas. 

"It is still far below my ex- 
pectations,” he said. 

He said that on a bilateral 
basis, cooperation is satisfactory 
but within the group as a whole 
entity it was not. “We have liber- 
ated trade, realised the free 
movement of individuals and 
capital but have not yet unified 
custom charges or adopted con- 
solidation measures for the pro- 
tection of our industries." 

Abdul Karim said he did not 
believe that the six countries 
would have a unified currency in 
the near future. 

“We have to lay the ground- 
work first by consummate coor- 
dination of financial and monet- 
ary policies and the currency will 
automatical^ follow,” he said. 


United Gulf Bank completes 
restructuring, reports ‘87 loss 


BAHRAIN (R) — United Gulf 
Bank (UGB) announced Sunday 
a 1987 loss of $37.3 million and 
said it had completed a two-year 
restructuring to phase out com- 
mercial banking operations. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares were drifting at their lows in what 
dealers described as "seriously low” levels of trading. An early 
advance on Wall Street gave institutional investors little incentive 
to enter the market , de alers said. 

By 1532 GMT the FTSE 100 index was down 13.6 to its low of 
1,757.3. Volume recorded by the stock exchange automated 
quotation system (SEAO) was 205.2 million shares at 1500 GMT. 

"The really big players don’t seem convinced this market's 
going to rise enough in the short term ” one dealer said. Others 
suggested some institutional cash found its way into government 
bonds, which Monday have risen by more than half a point. 

Turnover by Monday afternoon is roughly half the average of 
around 410 million share volume seen last week. “There’s no way 
volume is going to double between now (1500 GMT) and when 
the SEAQ mandatory quote period (MQP) ends,” one dealer 
said. 

Share volume reported via SEAQ is measured between the 
0900 GMT to 1700 GMT MQP when market makers are obliged 
to deal at prices shown on their SEAQ screens. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markers Monday. \ 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7755/65 

U.S. dollars 

1.2795/2805 

Canadian dollar 

1.6738/48 

Deutschemarks 

1.8801/11 

Dutch guilders 

1.3570/80 

Swiss francs 

34.94/97 

Belgian francs 

5.6400/30 

French francs 

1230/1231 

Italian lire 

127.65/75 

Japanese yen 

6.0100/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.3700/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4200/50 

Danish crowns 

476.70/477.20 

U.S. dollars 


The small Bahrain-based bank, 
hit bard by bad loans, said as part 
of the restructuring it had sold all 
its Latin American debt in the 
international market. 

The bank is now being taken 
over by Kuwaiti interests through 
a share tender and is refocusing 
its business on investment activi- 
ties. 

Managing Director Mahmoud 
A1 Nouri said in a statement the 
bank took “stem measures" in 


1987 to reduce its loans and con- 
tingent liabilities and to reap- 
praise remaining assets to estab- 
lish realistic marker values. 

“These measures have not 
been without significant cost, but 
the bank is now in a much stron- 
ger position to pursue its invest- 
ment strategies," he said. 

Gross operating revenue be- 
fore provisions or extraordinary 
items fell from $14.4 million in 
1986 to SI 1.7 million last year. 


Infrastructure cost Arab Gulf 
states $150 billion in ten years 

MANAMA (OPECNA) — The six member countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) have invested more than $150 billion on 
infrastructure over the past 10 years. A study prepared by the Gulf 
International Bank here said that GCC states would be able to tide 
over the current cyde of economic stagnation. The report added that 
the completion of infrastructural projects and the use of available 
resources had also helped in reducing the volume of GCC imports. It 
noted that the GCC non-oil sector was expected to record a 
reasonable growth level over the next few years. The study expected 
the contribution of the industrial sector to gross national product 
to increase from eight per cent at present to 10 per cent in the next 
two years. 


Peanuts 


141, LYDIA.. I THOUGHT 
ABOUT YOU A LOT 
iPURlNS CHKl5TMA5\5ACAnON 
'U 


1 THANK YOU FOR THE NICE 
CHRISTMAS CARP.. I 
I REALLY WANTS? TO 5ENP 
YOU 0NE,T00,Y3U KNOW.. I 


I 5TILL CANY FIGURE 
I OUT WHY YOU WOULPN'T 
GIVE ME YOUR APPRE55 


TOPAY MY NAME 
MELISSA! 





Mutt'n’ Jeff 


SAY QUIET DOWN/ 
IT’S THREE CfcLOCK 
IN THE 
MORNING/* 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


BIUT C— ■ tp ia c— we 



Wm 

i 

1 

1 
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“I gave your meat loaf to a dog. 
He forced a cat to eat it." 


Andy Capp 



1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
ig by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
tour ordinary words. 


□ 

=IITTA 




r > 




CEPIE 



zc 

7 


MIRSUQ 


z u 

■■ 


CARAFS 



7 S 



Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: “nmvou ni i rp ?” 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BEGUN gouge tumult health 
A nswer A neighborly parson talte lo her neighbors 
instead of this— ABOUT THEM 
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Ortega willing to yield 
power if people wished 


NEW YORE (R) — Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega has written an unusual five-page letter to 
President Reagan promising to give np power if that 
is the people’s will, the New York Times reported 
Monday. 


Ortega also said his govern- 
ment would reduce the size of 
Nicaragua’s army, expel Soviet 
and Cuban military advisers and 
prohibit any foreign military 
bases if Nicaragua and the United 
States can come to an agreement, 
the newspaper said. 

“Mr. President, with all due 
respect, allow me to remind you 
that democracy is and always has 
been the objective of our revolu- 
tion,'' the Times quotes Ortega as 
writing. 

“Full democratisation likewise 
means the bolding of local and 
national elections. Obviously 
democracy also means respecting 
the outcome of those elections, 
including turning over the reins of 
power to the opposition, if that is 
what the people wish.” 

The letter was delivered to the 
U-S. State Department Friday 
night but Elliot Abrams, assistant 
secretary of state for inter-Amer- 
ican affairs, told the Times in an 
interview Sunday he did not think 
Reagan had seen it yeL 

Abrams cited a statement Fri- 
day by Comm andante Bayaide- 
Arte, a top Sandinista Party lead- 
er, that the ruling party “will 
never give up power” and a simi- 
lar one by Ortega a few weeks 


earlier. Abrams called the letter 
to Reagan “less than folly persua- 
sive.” 

Nicaraguan officials have ack- 
nowledged the letter was part of a 
broad strategy to seek an end to 
U.S. aid to the Nicaraguan contra 
rebels, the Times said. 

Reagan will make a new re- 
quest for contra aid this week, 
believed to be far below the $270 
million that administration offi- 
cials talked about last year. Con- 
gress is to vote on the request on 
Feb. 3-4. 

The Times described the letter 
as remarkable for its nonbellige- 
rent, almost pleading tone. 

“Mr. President, too many peo- 
ple have died,” the paper quoted 
Ortega as writing. “If you were to 
end your unfortunate policy of 
pressure, you would see Nicar- 
agua move even more quickly 
toward democratisation. ” 

The Times reported Ortega as 
writing: “It is not only possible 
for our two countries to coexist, it 
is posable to be friends, even 
partners. This is my government’s 
and my own personal, profound 
desire.” 

Meanwhile Nicaraguan govern- 
ment troops searched dense jung- 
le Monday for survivors from a 


cargo plane shot down alter it 
air-dropped weapons to U.S.- 
backed contra rebels, officials 
said. 

Photographers flown by heli- 
copter to the wreckage saw the 
charred remains of two crew 
members killed when the plane 
was hit by a surface-to-air missile 


Bangladesh 
death toll 
climbs to 15 

DHAKA (R) — Opposition par- 
ties accused police Monday of 
shooting dead at least 15 people 
and wounding 300 when they 
opened fire as anti-government 
demonstrators tried to hold a 
rally in southern Bangladesh at 
the weekend. 

The Home Ministry said the 
trouble started because the pro- 
testers attempted to defy the law 


Shultz leads drive for 
INF approval in Senate 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz is the 
first witness in President Ronald 
Reagan’s drive for Senate 
approval of a treaty with the 
Soviet Union to abolish in- 
termediate-range nuclear mis- 
siles. 

The treaty, signed last month 
at the superpower summit in 
Washington, has the endorse- 
ment of the West European 


cemed that Senate opponents of 
the treaty could attach amend- 
ments that would imperil the 
accord by requiring a reopening 
of U.S.-Soviet negotiations. 

While Shultz makes a case for 
the treaty before the Foreign 
Relations Committee, Defence 
Secretary Frank Cariucti will try 
to sell the pact to the Armed 
Services Committee. 

The Pentagon chief was cx- 


was nu uy a sunace-io-air imssuc . _ ■ rh " —iu. ; rhittaponp OUSn. aenaic Kcpuoucan imucj w. w— • 

Saturday night, some 200 by stagmg Oie ra^y m uiitmgong all the D ocratic drawal on Western 

kilometres south rat of Man- Sunday a°J attacked pobee wtfi ooou^ ^ mesi(tent . what the United St 


agua. 

“The sky turned red in the east 
and everyone ran out of their 
homes.” said Manueia la Ponce, 
a San Carlos resident. 

Ortega said Sunday the plane 
was provided by the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and 
had taken off bom neighbouring 
Honduras, violating a regional 


band grenades and guns. 

It said eight people were killed 
and at least 100, including some 
police, were injured. 

Opposition leader Mohammad 
Akhtaruzzman told reporters: 
“We have accounted for 11 dead 
bodies so far but police have 
burned four bodies to destroy the 
evidence.” 

The opposition said riot police 


allies. Vice President George peered to be Questioned on the 
Bush. Senate Republican leader impact of the U.S. missile wrtn- 
Bob Dole and all the Democratic drawal on Western Europe and 
candidates for president. what the United States might do 

m i f _ i « r _r if tU. C/Mri.tr tK# aorw. 


But a determined band of con- 
servatives led by Sen. Jesse 
Helms will try to amass the 34 
votes required to kill the treaty by 
denying it a two-thirds Senate 
majority. 

Helms has accused the Soviets 
of submitting false data on their 
nuclear forces and has tried to 
revive accusations levelled princi- 


hadopenedfoeem Pf>‘ * the past by Reagan that 

Cent^ Amenca. peopl? and some prominent 


U.S.-made fire extinguishers 
and scraps of military clothing 
were found lying amid the man- 
gled wreckage. Several automatic 
weapons lay nearby, but the 
plane had apparently already air- 
dropped its cargo when shot 
down, officials said. 

Military officials said two 
bodies were also found inside the 
wreckage of the DC-6 cargo 
plane, some 40 kilometres east of 
San Cfertos in thick jungle close to 
the Costa Rican border. 

A third man, Alejandro San- 
chez Herrera. 25, survived the 
crash and was captured by the 
troops of the left-wing Sanctinista 
government. 


Haiti president-elect pledges democracy 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — Hai- 
tian President-Elect Leslie Man- 
igat has pledged an honest, 
democratic: government and cal- 
led for national unity to help the 
country emerge from 30 years of 
dictatorship. 

Hours after being told of his 
victory in the Jan. 17 elections — 
which other candidates and fore- 
ign observers have said were rig- 
ged — Manigat promised Hai- 
tians “a democratic government, 
dean, competent, and totally de- 
voted to the urban and rural 


masses. 

The military junta's Electoral 
Commission in charge of super- 
vising last Sunday's polls gave 
slightly different figures Sunday 
night than earlier, saying Manigat 
received 50.27 per cent of die 
votes, instead of 50.39 per cent. 

Emphasising the tremendous 
difficulties facing the impover- 
ished Caribbean Island nation in 
its struggle to “emerge from the 
abyss” of dictatorship,. Manigat, 
57, said he was welcoming all 
Haitians of good will. 


New poll shows close 
Democratic race in Iowa 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Con- 
gressman Jade Kemp added heat 
to foe presidential campaign by 
calling opponents George Bush 
and Bob Dole the “old guard of 
die Republican Party,” while a 
new poll showed the Democratic 
race in Iowa up for grabs. 

In other presidential campaign 
developments Sunday, Richard 
Gephardt defended his trade bill 
against criticism that it was “non- 
sense” as the seven Democrats 
met in New Hampshire for a 
debate — their second in a three- 
day string. 

Kemp complained that Bush 
and Dole would “definitely be a 
step back from what Ronald > 
Reagan started in 1980.” 

“Bush and Dole represent the 
old guard of the Republican Par- 
ty,” be said on the CBS Televi- 
sion programme Face the Nation, 
ignoring his own 18 years in 


“I would like to see the Repub- 
lican Party have a populist as its 
candidate, not an elitist,” Kemp 
said, adding that the party should 
look beyond the “country clubs 
... and fortune 500 companies” to 
the poor, minorities and elderly. 

Gephardt was a prime target at 
the Democratic debate, a reflec- 
tion of his position in the front 
tier of candidates in a poll pub- 


lished in Sunday’s Des Moines 
Register, the largest newspaper 
in Iowa. 

The congressman defended his 
proposal to impose automatic 
sanctions against nations that 
have trade unbalances with the 
United States as a result of unfair 
practices. 

“The whole purpose of my 
trade policy is to move us into a 
changed situation where we can 
really break foreign markets 
open,” Gephardt said. 

Tennessee Senator Albert 
Gore Jr. said of the automatic 
sanctions, “that’s nonsense.” 
And former Senator Gary Hart 
said it was “the worst old idea 
I’ve heard of in this campaign.” 

The Iowa poll snowed 
Gephardt, Illinois Sen. Paul 
Simon and Massachusetts Gov- 
ernor Michael Dukakis bundled 
tightly together — Gephardt at 19 
per cent, Dukakis at 18 per cent 
and Simon at 17 per cent. They 
were followed by Jesse Jackson 
with 11 per cent and former 
Arizona Governor Bruce Babbitt 
at 10 per cent. 

Hart’s support among Iowa 
Democrats dropped off dramati- 
cally. The poll put him at 13 per 
cent, half bis support of a .few 
weeks ago. Gore trailed far be- 
hind. 


“I am a man of dialogue. We 
must all work together, together, 
together, in peace,” Manigat said 
in a televised speech. 

He said the army had carried 
out its task of leading Haiti to 
elections and added that General 
Henri Namphy’s junta would 
“soon be returning to barracks.*' 
The U.S. -trained Haitian army 
stands as the country’s main orga- 
nised force, and Manigat is on 
record-as saying that nothing can 
be done in the country “without 
the support of... the army.” 


Taiwan rebels 
want president 
to become 
party chief 

TAIPEI (R) — Young parliamen- 
tary rebels look set to score a 
surprise victory in their campaign 
to install Lee Teng-Hui, Taiwan’s 
first island-bom president, as 
chairman of the ruling Nationalist 
Party. 

Lee became president on the 
death of Chiang Ching-Kuo ear- 
lier this month but a public battle 
has been raging about who should 
succeed Chiang as head of the 
two minion-strong party, which 
has wielded supreme power since 
1949. 

The United Daily News said 
Monday it seemed dear that Lee 
would become acting chairman 
and “barring a major political 
accident” be confirmed in the 
post at a congress of the ruling 
party, in July. 

Over the past few days, gov- 
ernment-controlled newspapers 
have been predicting that party 
elders would give way to suppor- 
ters of Lee, a native Taiwanese, 
like 85 per cent of the island's 
population- 


opposition leaders were among 
the wounded. 

Chittagong, a dty of 2.5 million 
people and the main port in 
Bangladesh, was virtually para- 
lysed Monday by an eight-hour 
protest strike called by the 
opposition. Roads were deserted 
and shops and offices closed. 

Police said a group of opposi- 
tion activists set fire to Chitta- 
gong's municipal offices and dam- 
aged two election offices. 


E. Germany 
investigates 
suspects for 
treason 

EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many said Monday it was invest- 
gating several .people, including 
detained dissident songwriter 
Stephan Krawczyk, for suspected 
treason. 

The authorities had discovered 
Krawczyk, held since an attemp- 
ted demonstration eight days ago. j 
had links with “secret service- 1 
controlled circles in West Ber- 
lin,” the official East German 
News Agency ADN said. 

“Investigative proceedings 
were started on Jan. 25, 1988 
against several people by the re- 
sponsible: organs of the GDR 
(East Germany) on suspicion of 
treasonable activity,” ADN said. 

It did not name the others 
under investigation. 

It was not immediately clear 
which article of the criminal code 
was being invoked and what sent- 
ences were possible. 


treaties with the United States. 
Treaty supporters are con- 


if the Soviets violated the agree- 
ment. 

The Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee has the legal authority to 
act on the intermediate-range 
nuclear forces treaty, whose fate 
ultimately will be (tedded by the 
Senate. The Armed Services 
Committee has an advisory role. 

The INF accord requires the 
elimination of afl U.S. and Soviet 
missiles with a range of 300 to 
3.000 miles (500 to 5.000 
kilometres). 


N. Korea retaliates against 
U.S. with diplomatic sanctions 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea mptomaoc c 
announced tit-for-tat diplomatic ©ang after 
sanctions against the United Korea was 

States Monday in retaliation for bombing of 
Washington’s decision to brand liner. 
Pyongyang a terrorist state. North Kor 

The official Korean Central tried respons 
News Agency (KCNA), moni- ing and saic 
tored in Tokyo, said Pyongyang was a terror 
would bar Americans from enter- “The Un 
ing the country and refuse to world’s nun 
negotiate with Washington for state which c 
the return of the remains of U.S. terrorism k 
soldiers killed during the Korean world,” the 
War. spokesman s 

“As a retaliatory step against Meanwhi! 
the United States ... we will Minister Nob 
refrain from meeting American the bombing 
diplomats in the international jet lmforgrvz 
arena,” KCNA quoted a Foreign Ministry M 
Ministry spokesman as saying. would impos 
Last week, Washington tight- North Korea 
ened visa controls and banned the disaster. 


90 killed, 60 injured in 
Chinese train accident 


diplomatic contacts with Pyon- 
gyang after deciding that North 
Korea was responsible for the 
bombing of a South Korean air- 
liner. 

North Korea again Monday de- 
nied responsibility for the bomb- 
ing and said the United States 
was a terrorist state. 

“The United States is the 
world’s number one terrorist 
state which engages itself in state 
terrorism in all parts of the 
world,” the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

Meanwhile Japanese Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita called 
the bombing of a South Korean 
jet unforgivable and the Foreign 
Ministry Monday said Japan 
would impose sanctions against 
North Korea for masterminding 
the disaster. 


PEKING (R) — At least 90 
people were killed and more than 
60 seriously injured when an ex- 
press train overturned m the hills 
of southern China in the country’s 
second major transport disaster 
within a week. 

The number 80 express from 
Kunming to Shanghai left the 
tracks and turned over in the hills 
of Guizhou province. 

The accident occurred early 
Sunday morning and was re- 


ported by the official media about 
20 hours later. The cause was not 
disclosed. 

Troops and police were sent to 
the site of the accident, more 
than 300 kilometres from the 
nearest major town, to maintain 
order and ferry the injured to 
hospital. 

Railways Minister Ding 
Goangen rushed to the scene of 
the crash and has apologised for 
the accident, the official New 
China News Agency said. 


Kabul troops withdraw from Khost road 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Afghan government forces have 
withdrawn from most of the Gar- 
dez-Khost Highway, scene of a 
well-publicised battle to break a 
rebel siege at the end of 1987, 
according to Radio Kabul. 

The official radio, monitored in 
Islamabad, said Sunday that the 
move was made to allow mem- 
bers of the Jadran tribe who had 
fled the area during the fighting 
to return to their homes. 

The Soviet-backed government 
hoped to keep the 125-kilometre 
road open through negotiations 
with the local people, it said, 
quoting a government statement. 

But it warned the anti-Com- 
raunist guerrillas who had closed 
the road for more than eight 
years that the government would 
deal decisively with them if they 
blocked the highway again. 

Afghan rebel sources in Pakis- 


tan also said Soviet and Kabul 
government troops had pulled 
back Friday from fortified posts 
they had built along the road, 
leaving it exposed to guerrilla 
attack. 

Thousands of Soviet and 
Afghan government troops, 
backed by tanks, artillery and 
aerial bombing, launched a major 
operation in November to reopen 
the road and break the rebel siege 
of Khost. near the Pakistani 
border. 

Meanwhile, Afghan President 
Najib told U.N. mediator Diego 
Cordovez Sunday that his country 
will participate in the next round 
of Geneva talks in hopes that it 
will be the last round of discus- 
sions to settle the Afghan 
problem. 

The state-run Radio Kabul 
quoted Najib as saying that the 
Afghan delegation to the U.N.- 


sponsored talks win take part "as 
always with necessary flexibility 
of good faith and political good 
will and in the hope that this 
round of talks will be the last and 
Lead to fundamental achieve- 
ments.” 

The U- N. undersecretary- 
general for political affairs has 
been conducting shuttle diploma- 
cy and mediating between repre- 
sentatives of the Afghan and 
Pakistan governments m indirect 
negotiations in Geneva since 
1982. 

The next round of talks is 
slated for February. 

Radio Kabul said Najib also 
explained “once again, the Re- 
public of Afghanistan's un- 
changeable position regarding the 
normalisation of the situation 
around Afghanistan and ensuring 
peace in the region.” 


Aquino urges voters to reject rebel-controlled candidates 
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Hi'th vulnerable. North deals 
NORTH 
482 
TJ 6 5 2 
A K 10 8 
4AQ4 

WEST EAST 

4KQJ9 . 4764 
T 10 4 K Q 8 

v-742 v Q J 9 3 

*10 663 *872 

SOUTH 

* A 1053 
v A9 73 

; 6 5 

♦ KJ 9 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 v Pass I T Pass 

2 7 Pass 3 NT Pass 

4 ? Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King or * 

You can often tell whether a 
player is a tenderfoot or an expert 
by when he wins a trick. The tyro 
tends to grab his tricks at the first 
opportunity, whereas the pro is 
not afraid to surrender tricks early 
to keep control of the hand. 

South's jump to three no trump 
showed the equivalent of an open- 
ing bid with only four hearts, and 
was designed to protect againxL the 
possibility that his partner had 
raised with three-card support. 
With a sound opening bid. four 


hearts and a weak double ton in 
spades. North clearly preferred 
Kame in i he known eight-card fie. 

Had declarer won the king of 
spades lead with the nr and 
easlieil ilie ace uf hearts, lie would 
have N-en defeated Instead. In- al- 
lowed tin- king to hold the first 
iru-k. then won tiie continuation. 
Since he hud only .seven fast tricks 
and would have t" lose at least two 
l rump l ricks. Iu> could not afford m 
draw trumps. To make his con- 
tract. In- had to rulT two spades in 
dummy and set up a long trump in 
his hand, all ihe while maintaining 
trumps on (he. table to protect 
against the defenders i-ashmg 
■spade tricks. 

The first step in the campaign 
wax to concede a heart. East won 
the eight and shifted to the queen 
of diamonds, won with the king. 
Next came a trump to the ace, and 
when both defenders followed de- 
elarer wou'd claim the rest nf the 
tricks but otic — the high trump 

Abandoning hearts, declarer 
ruffed a spade on Hie board, came 
to hand With a high club and ruffed 
another spade, lie did nut mind if 
cither defender niUed with the 
master trump; sooner or later they 
would win a trick with that card 
anyway, but that would be the 
third and last tnck for the 
defense. 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
President Corazon Aquino 
appealed to voters to reject 
candidates controlled by Corn- 


Brig. -Gen. Jesus Hferniosa 
warned in a radio statement that 
the military would not hesitate to 
use force to quell election vio- 


munist rebels as Filipinos in five fence in Maguindanao. 


violence-plagued provinces voted 
in delayed local elections 
Monday. 

Polls were open from 7 a.m. 
(2300 GMT) until 4 p.m. (0800 
GMT) in the Luzon provinces of 


The military has said Quezon, 
Abra and Ifugao are areas where 
the Communist New People's 
Army (NPA) hopes to influence 
the balloting. 

Regional elections were held in 


'jivi i ) in tne Luzon provinces of Regional elections were held in 
Cocos Sur, Abra, Quezon and 62 of the country’s- 73 provinces 
Ifugao, and in Maguindanao pro- on Jan. 18. Voting was postponed 
vince of Mindanao Island. Sigirifi- in 11 provinces because of fears 


vince of Mindanao Island. Signifi- 
cant results were not expected 
before Tuesday. 

No serious incidents were re- 
ported on election day in the 
affected provinces. But the milit- 
ary said a gubernatorial candidate 
in Abra province, retired Brig.- 
Gen. Eustaquio Purugganan, and 
council candidate Victoria Bring- 
as escaped injury when suspected 
Communist rebels fired on their 
car late Sunday near the municip- 
al hall in the town of Penarubia.. 

About 2,000 troops were de- 
ployed in the five provinces, 
where up to 1.25 million people 
were expected to cast ballots. 

Troops in full battle gear pat- 
rolled the streets of Vigau City, 
335 kilometres north of Manila, 
as well as in other towns in Ilocos 
Sur province. The military said 
helicopter gunships were placed 
on standby in case of attacks by 
Communist rebels. 

Id Cotabato City, 880 
kilometres south east of Manila, 


in 11 provinces because of fears 
of violence. 

Voting in the other six pro- 
vinces was rescheduled for va- 
rious dates. At least 90 people, 
including more than 40 candi- 
dates, were killed in election- 
related violence nationwide after 
campaigning began on Dec. 1. 

Meanwhile, the government- 
run Philippines News Service said 
Monday that the Commission on 
Elections proclaimed renegade 
Col. Rodolfo Aguinaldo as the 
winner in the governor's race for 
northern Luzon's Cagayan pro- 
vince. 

Aguinaldo was linked to an 
August coup attempt but was 
never charged. Instead, he left 
the Philippine constabulary and 
organised a private army to fight 
Communist rebels with the sup- 
port of the military. 

Aguinaldo’s opponents had 
sought unsuccessfully to have the 
election nullified, claiming foe 


former colonel used threats and 
coercion to win votes. 

In her weekly radio program- 
me Sunday, Aquino urged voters 
to reject cancUdates who had 
given in to rebel pressure. The 
military claimed many candidates 
bad bought “safe conduct passes” 
from the guerrillas to ensure their 
safety while camp aigning . 

“It is important for os to send 
as many of our forces as posable 
to those troubled areas so they 
will be in a better position to 
provide protection, not only for 
foe candidates but also to ensure 
that foe people will be able to 
votejn a free and orderly man- 
ner,” Aquino said. 

The man nominated to be the 
new Philippines’ defence secret- 
ary said Monday that a key to 
defeating the Communist in- 
surgency was to improve life for 
Filipinos by providing them with 
basic services. 

Gen. Fidel Ramos made the 
remarks during ceremonies at 
Camp Crame, where Gen. Re- 
nato De Villa transferred com- 
mand of the Philippine Consta- 
bulary to Maj.-Gen. Ramon 


announced his resignation last 
Thursday. 

The appointments are subject 
to approval by a joint congres- 
sional commission. 

Ramos, a 59-year-old graduate 
of foe U.S. military academy, 
told several hundred military and 
civilian defence employees that 
the 160,000-member mintaiy can- 
not defeat the 24,000-strong New 
People's Army. 

He said that to “solve foe 
insurgency, foe government must 
establish a programme of delivery 
of basic services and livelihood 
opportunities that amid ensure a 
better future to the people.” 

Aauino nominated Ramos for 
foe defence post Thursday after 
Ileto resigned. Ileto com plaine d 
at the tune his proposals for 
reorganising the armed forces 
and defeating the rebels had been 
ignored. 

In his fetter of resignation, 
Ileto, also a West Point graduate 
and a counterinsurgency expert, 
said Communist rebels bad grown 
“alarmingly strong’’ because Fili- 
pino governments had foiled to 


ouiary ro Maj.-oen. Kamon prao governments had foiled to 
Montano. The constabulary is the provide for the country's 58 mil- 
nation’s internal security force, lion people, most of whom live in* 
As part of foe top-level military poverty. 


nauon s internal security force. 

As part of foe top-level military 
shake-up, De Villa is to succeed 
Ramos as Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff in ceremonies scheduled for 
Tuesday. Ramos has been nomin- 
ated as defence secretary, suc- 
ceeding Rafael Ileto, who 


Ramos said “foe successful 
conduct of the counterinsurgency 
campaign is based on the com- 
bination of efforts on the rivitian 
side of government, the police 
and the military organisation.” 



Fergie expecting a baby 

LONDON (R) — Britain's Duchess <rf York. *jfe of Qnccfl 
Elizabeth's second son Andrew, is expwnng a ^ ***0*: 
Buckingham Palace said 

weeks of speculation in the British press that tne re o jww 
former Sarah Ferguson, known by her tergr, 

was pregnant. “The Duke and Duchess of York ais 
to announce shat the Ducbe-* o. York «s a baby m 

August,” said a spokeswoman for Buckingham rubce* 
Eliza beth's official residence in London She saw the ducfteit 
hoped to continue public engagements until the 
June- Prince Andrew and Sarah were uwmed in Juty .iugfr The 
duchess. 28. has become one of Ihe most popular membttiof we 
royal family. Sic has maintained an action-packed hfc-tfylc that 


way musical from 1971, was named best musical of 19B7 at 
Laurence Olivier Awards. Serious money. Caryl Chur chilly 
savage comedy running mi Broadway, was named best play m the 
Mack-tie c e remonv that was televised live m Britain from the 
Vict ori a Palace Theater. A View From the Bodge, Arthur 
Miller's 1955 tragedy, won awards for Best Actor. Michael 
Gambon, and Best Newcomer. Suzan Sylvester. Kiss Me Kate, a 
Royal Shakespeare Company revival of Cole PiwieT's 19*7 
musical, won awards for Best Musical Actors. John Bardon, hnul 
Wolk and Nichola McAuliffe. Choreographer Tnsba Brown of 
foe United States won the outstanding achievement in Dance 
Award for her engagement at SacBer's Wells Theater ta* 
November. The Outstanding Achievement in Opera went u> tne 
English National Opera's powerful production of Dmitri Shosta- 
kovich’s Lady Macbeth of Mtsen&k. Best Actress in a play went to 
Judi Dench for her performance as foe Queen of the Nile in 
Shakes 




Charles, Diana fly to Australia 

LONDON f AP) — The Prince and Princess of Wales flew to ' 
Australia to join the country's 200th birthday celebrations. Prince ’ 
Charles, 39-year-old heir 'to throne, and 26-year-old Diana , 
.boarded an Australian Air Force Boeing 707 at Heathrow. The j 
couple's 10-day tour of Australia was officially to Sian Monday ; 
afternoon when they hand over Britain's bicentennial gift — the | 
square-rigged sail-training ship Young Endeavour. Other royal ; 
tours are scheduled for the bicentennial year. In May. Queen ! 
Elizabeth U and her husband. Prince Phihp. will attend the : 
opening of the Australian parliament. The Duke and Duchess of j 
York will visit in early Autumn. Elizabeth is queen of Australia. : 
which is a member of foe Commonwealth of Britain and (is ; 
former colonies. Before returning home, foe couple will spend ; 
three days in Thailand to celebrate the 60th birthday of King ; 
Bhumibol. Besides two vans of luggage, the couple took "the ( 
ashes,” a treasured cricket trophy that has been a focus of ■ 
competition between England and Australia for more than 100 
years. The um. purportedly containing the charred fragments of a ! 
wooden cricket bat, usually is not allowed ran of Britain — even 
when Australia wins the series. But to honour the bicentennial. ; 
(he trophy is being sent for display during the bicentennial test 
match starting in' Sydney on Jan.' 29. 

! 

Officer killed with bis own gun 

DALLAS (AP) — A man seized a policeman's gun and fatally ; 
shot the officer in the face as he pleaded for bis life while some 
people in a crowd of onlookers yelfcd “shoot him.” authorities ! 
said. Officer John Chase. 25. who last month switched from an : 
evening to a day shift to spend more time with hi* bride of three 
months, was attacked Saturday as he was writing a traffic ticket, 

A crowd of about 30 people gathered around tne officer and his j 
assailant, a homeless man with a history of mental iflness. 1 
according to police and witnesses. “The officer was saving, ‘don’t • 
shoot me. I’ll help you whatever way I can.* But foe guy shot him 
in the head witness Melitha Johnson said. “One girl said that j 


people in the crowd were saying, ‘shoot him, shout him again’.” 
said police Lt. Jerald Calane. Witnesses said the attacker then 
strolled down the street, dangling the gun from his hand. The 
suspect, Carl Dudley Wiliams. 34. was shot by off-duty officers 
who responded to the call. The man died a few hours later at 
Parkland Memorial Hospital, police said. Investigators said thev 
knew of no motive for the shooting, hut Chief Billy Prince ami 
some of his officers blamed recent criticism of the department by 
some city council members for creating a dangerous environment 
for police. 

Soviet population rises to 284.5 million 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet population rose to 284.5 million at 
the start of 1988, and the average Soviet citizen can now expect to 
live 69.6 years, TASS has said- The official Soiiet News Agencv 
said the average life expectancy had risen by almost two years, but 
did not say over what time period. Average life expectancy for 
Americans is more than 71 years. Western specialists attribute the 
lower Soviet figure to living conditions that have traditionally 
been harsher, fetal industrial accidents, alcoholism, a colder 
climate and other factors. Die Soviet life expectancy statistic was 
once regarded as so sensitive it could not be published. In May. 
foe weekly magazine Ogonyok reported that "toward foe end of 
the 1970s... the average life expectancy of men fell to 62 years.” It 
safothe downward trend was halted, then reversed in the early 
IVoOs. 

Man dies after fall from opera balcony 

Y « ^ 7\ An e,der, y 1113/1 who dove backwards to his 
death off foe top balcony of the Metropolitan Opera during a 
performance of Verdi s Macbeth, was an avid operajroer who 
Kved only a block away. “Everybody at the MetropoSbSeS 
knew hnn a police spokesman said after 82-year-oJd Bantcho 
Bantchevski fell 80 feet from the railing of foe fifth balconv of the 
opera house into the empty orchestra seats below. “He hist went 
over^ like he was doing a back dive.” said operagocr Marjorie 
Woodburo of Brooklynn, New York. Audience members 
shrieked, but no one; else was seriously hurt. Ushers and opera 
enthusiasts said Bantchevski was a regular operagoer who they 
beheved was also a singing coach, but he hadbeen acting 
“J?* P^ora^nce. During the first intermit 
on foe edge of the balcony, rocking back 

id . d . ,n * th ? 1 “ters had repeatedly pulfed him from 

St wiffn2tIIilS the l " IcrmiS5j0a the secondao. be fell. “I 
^ ***»&& seats in the orchestra ” said Joe 

Panarello, an English teacher and opera regular. 

$30 mistake nets $10m lottery 

nr “T £ S30 , mistaice woa bartender Sue 
Zen million in foe Illinois State Lottery. Zera.47, who tends 

bar at Ollie s Tavern, mispuncfted 50 lotto tickets for a regular 
had » Pay fa them herself when the customer 
“ 0 of ^ tickets* which cost her S3Q 

wHi receive 10 friwids, turned up a winner and foe 
? 3*® for *6 “ext 20 years after taxes are 
deducted . j Zera sanl she would try to continue working at OUie’s 
for a while. I’m too young to retire.” she said.**? think Ffl 
continue to work at feast as long as the public wfflfer me.” As for 
any plans for mending the money, Zera said foal she had yet to 
thought but did know of a couple of immediate 
purchase. One granddaughter will get the(teeth) braces she 
needs, Zera smd; And foe other one— well both of them can , 
go to college if they want to.” ■: 



